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Graduation day is a very
important day in the life of a cadet
who has gone through the gauntlet
of 47 months at the U.S. Military
Academy. It almost seems unfair
to miss the tradition of graduation
due to another event, but that was
the situation left to Brittany Greene
and handful of other track and field
athletes Saturday.

Greene felt it was more
important to experience West
Point’s final day, while teammate
Jon Mickowski elected to graduate
early and became the first Army
track and field athlete to win a
regional individual championship
in the 1,500-meter run.

“It was something I thought
a lot about,” Greene said about
choosing going to graduation
over participating in the regional
championships that she was
qualified to compete in. “The cadets
are the ones who are participating
in it (graduation) and experiencing
the four years, but I think family is
a huge part of it too.

“They are the ones on the
other end waiting for your phone
calls during the first summer and
receiving their prayers the whole
time,” she added. “I tried not to
be selfish about it ... I thought it
would mean more to them to have
that ceremony and the tradition of
everything that goes into graduation
day here.”

The regionals are more for
the individual than the team,
and Greene felt she had already
achieved her personal goals for
herself and, more importantly, the
team throughout the season.

Greene was a big part of the
Army track and field team’s victory
over Navy April 11 at Shea Stadium
when she threw her career-best
in the javelin with a mark of
43.76 meters, qualifying her for
the ECAC and NCAA Regional
Championships.

Army women’s head track and
field coach Jerry Quiller has seen
great improvement in Greene’s
performance over the past four
years.

“We recruit a lot of people and
a lot of them don’t pan out, but
Brittany has made progress and
has epitomized what a good recruit
would do,” Quiller said. “Coach
(Knut) Hjeltnes (Throws coach)
helped her with his weightlifting
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Greene progressed into javelin stalwart

program -- she did everything
she was supposed to do and as
a result she just got better and
better, culminating with her Navy
performance.

“She also did well at the Patriot
League Championships,” Quiller
added. “If we had everyone on our
team do as well as her we would
have won by a greater margin.”

At the Patriot League
Championships May 2, she finished
third in the javelin throw with a
43.72-meter distance and helped
the team win its first PL title in 10
years.

For Greene, those two events
meant much more to her than
anything she would have gained
from competing individually at the
regionals.

“I won against Navy, we all
won against Navy and then at the
Patriots we won there, too, and I
can’t really think of a better way
to end (my throwing career),”
Greene explained. “I was with my
team those two occasions and at
the Patriots we weren’t expecting
to win and my family was there for
that too ... that’s the way I want to
remember it.

“The main mission here isn’t to
be a track athlete that makes it to
regionals, at least that wasn’t what
I came here for,” Greene added.
“I came here to graduate, to have
that cadet experience and become
an officer.”

She did become an officer
Saturday and looks forward to
her future as a chemical officer.
While she is prepared to serve in
places like Iraq, where her father,
Lt. Col. Will Greene, just returned
from a deployment, she also feels
the Army is more than just being
in a war -- it’s being a leader to
Soldiers.

“It’s a huge amount of
responsibility being an officer,”
Greene said. “The Army is so
much more than the war in Iraq,
there’s so much more going on.
While that may be the mission,
you have people to worry about,
not just a war.

“That part of the Army is really
fascinating and you really have
a chance to make a difference in
other people’s lives,” she added. “A
big part of why I want to be in the
Army is for the impact I can have
on people, not necessarily on the
mission in Iraq, specifically, but,
when I’m looking at my Soldiers,
if I can make a difference to them,

Second Lt. Brittany Greene (middle) gets her bars pinned on by her mother, Lori, and her father,
Lt. Col. Will Greene Saturday at a bar pinning ceremony for the track and field athletes.

then that’s what’s important to
me.”

West Point has made a difference
in Greene’s life in the way it’s
shaped her as a leader. Her parents,
Will and Lori, who met in the Army,
have been difference-makers in
her life as well. Her mom helped
her through the most challenging
part of her cadet experience, Beast
Barracks.

“That first summer, it has that
reputation for a reason -- it just
kicks your butt,” Greene said. “I
wasn’t too sure that this was what
I wanted to do early on and keeping
that motivation up was hard, it was
really hard for me.

“A really big part of that was
my mom who wrote me a letter
every single day, so having that
support is what really got me
through it,” Greene continued.
“As time goes by and you realize a
lot of things, you really do start to
understand what you’re getting into
and how important it is and useful
it can be.”

The weekend was special on
two fronts for the family, Brittany’s
graduation and her father’s
promotion to lieutenant colonel.
Her father, who was happy about
his achievement, was still more
thrilled about Brittany achieving
what she did by succeeding through
her 47-month experience at West
Point.

“I’'m very proud, I can’t even
put it into words,” Lt. Col. Greene
said. “Seeing her growth and her
maturity, for us (his wife and him),
has been a blessing.

“Looking back on it, she could

have gone to any other school and
we really didn’t pressure her to
come here,” he added. “I’m even
more proud of her that she stepped
up to come here and did very well
to graduate.”

Lieutenant Col. Greene had
high praise for her class for making
the decision to come into the Army
during wartime and said that every
citizen and parent should be proud
of them.

As an officer, Brittany’s father
gave her the highest compliment
a parent could give to his or her
child who is an incoming second
lieutenant.

“It’s an honor for me and a
blessing to serve with her on active
duty for the time I have left in
uniform,” Lt. Col. Greene said.

Now Brittany has completed
one chapter in her life and is on to
the next.

She believes her West Point
experience will play a big role in
her future success.

“I know I have a lot of work to
do (in becoming a chemical officer),
but West Point has definitely made
me feel more confident. I feel I
can learn anything that I need to
in order to be successful,” Greene
said.
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NCAA National Championships.
His time was 3:50.94, besting
the favorite Andrew Bumbalough
of Georgetown, who finished in
second with a time of 3:51.53.

“I couldn’t be more proud of
John,” Quiller said. “He has worked
so hard all year for this and now
he is the East Regional Champion
and is getting his trip to the NCAA
meet.”

While Mickowski prepped
for the biggest race of his career
Saturday, his classmates were
walking across the stage at West
Point’s graduation ceremony. The
senior standout made the decision
to chase his dream on the track
and skip out on the graduation
ceremony.

“It was a no-brainer for me,”
Mickowski said. “West Point
means a lot to me, but to have the
opportunity to represent the team
and the academy at the National
Championships has been my goal
all year.”

The NCAA Track and Field
Championships will be held
Wednesday through June 14 at
Drake Stadium at Drake University
in Des Moines, Iowa.
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