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  CLUB RESULTS

• Men’s Rugby: Led by Firstie flanker Bobby 
O’Neill’s three tries, Army defeated Navy 38-28 April 4 
in Annapolis, Md.

All of O’Neill’s tries came in the second half to help 
Army complete a gutsy comeback.

Having beaten Navy handily 40-7 in the fall, Army was 
very confident that they would be able to do the same in 
this match. Nonetheless, Navy had other plans.

Army started off the scoring four minutes into the match 
when Yearling flyhalf Dave Geib broke through the Navy 
line about 40 meters out and off-loaded the ball to Cow 
center Andrew Dill. After two quick passes from Dill to 
Cow fullback Josh Minton, the ball ended up in Yearling 
wing Latu Vahai’s dynamic hands as he raced down the 
sideline for a 20-meter try. 

Army wouldn’t get another try in the half while Navy 
stormed in front with 20 unanswered points.

Down 20-5 at halftime, tries by O’Neill, Yearling 
Peter Belden and Firstie Mike Fleming helped complete 
the comeback and beat Navy in front of their rowdy home 
crowd. 

Great play by the forwards to control the line-outs and 
scrums, as well as great pick-and-jam play to help control 
the pace of the game, helped secure Army’s win.

Army played 20 minutes of the match down a player 
because of two different penalities. 

Boxing team wins national championship
By Master Sgt. Jeffery Mays
Boxing coach

The Army boxing team won its second straight National 
Collegiate Boxing Association championship Sunday at the 
University of Maryland’s Ritchie Coliseum in College Park, 
Md., in a decisive fashion. 

The team accumulated 53 total team points in the three-day 
tournament. In doing so, Army broke its own record of 50 team 
points and finished well ahead of second-place finisher Navy 
(35 points) and third-place Air Force (25 points).  

In addition to the team title, four Army boxers captured 
individual gold medals, three took home silver and one won 
the bronze.   

Yearling Danilo Garcia won his second consecutive title at 
125 pounds with three tournament wins including a first-round 
knockout of his semifinal opponent and dominant unanimous-
decision victories in his quarterfinal and final bouts.  

Garcia’s performance earned him the title of Most 
Outstanding Boxer of the entire tournament.  

Yearling Terrell Anthony avenged a second-place finish in 
2008 to capture the 139-pound belt with first-round knockouts 
in both his quarterfinal and semifinal bouts.

He finished with a walkover victory in the final after his 
Navy opponent decided to withdraw for medical reasons rather 
than face Anthony’s devastating power.  

Cow co-captain Ryle Stous won his second national 
championship in his second weight class as the defending 
2008 165-pound champion was able to drop a weight class 
to win in the competitive 156-pound division.  

In the tournament’s main event, Army heavyweight Cow 
Cedric Fraser was able to punish his Naval Academy opponent 
with devastating body punches and knee-buckling overhand 
rights to earn himself a national championship and close the 
tournament for the Army team.

Army’s contingent brought home four silver medals as 
Plebe Andrew Manglicmot, Yearling Steve Henao-Escobar, 
Cow Billy Myers and Firstie Jody Chapman all battled to hard-
fought, hotly contested split decisions in their final bouts.  

Manglicmot, in only his first year of boxing, impressed 
all in attendance as he fought with much energy and passion  
and soundly defeated his quarterfinal and semifinal opponents. 
Unfortunately, he came up just short of victory in a 3-2 final 
decision.

Henao-Escobar put on a display of boxing skill and talent 
in all three of his bouts that culminated in a three-round war 
with his University of Kentucky opponent.  

At 165 pounds, Myers fought three tactically sound, 
aggressive matches that nearly earned him his first national 
championship as his Coast Guard Academy opponent was 
able to squeak out a 3-2 split decision. 

Co-captain Chapman fought through an agonizing back 
injury to earn a silver medal in the 185-pound weight class 
as he fought his much taller Air Force Academy opponent to 
another tough split decision.

Army also earned a bronze medal as Yearling 112-pound 
boxer Joe Grohoski took third place after a semifinal bout that 
saw both Grohoski and his Naval Academy opponent fight 
hard until the final bell.  

The Army team represented West Point exceptionally well 
at the tournament with several opposing coaches, boxers and 
fans commenting on how hard the Army boxers fought and 
what an impressive example they set for all that attended.  

Army’s prospects for a third national championship look 

bright as only one member of the 12-man group that Army 
sent to the tournament will be graduating this year. 

A new group of incredibly talented and hard-working 
underclassmen is anxious to carry on the tradition of 
dominance in 2009-10.    

The Army boxing team celebrates with smiles and fists as they earned their second straight National Collegiate 
Boxing Association championship Sunday.                                                                          Courtesy photo

Army was able to keep their composure, especially in 
the second half, and make a dramatic comeback. 

Firstie scrumhalf John Wagner had an outstanding 
game as he was declared the National Guard Minuteman 
Man-of-the-Match. 

During the game’s most dramatic moment Wagner, 
at the 78th minute, broke the line, put a kick over the 
defender’s head, and forced the Navy fullback to kick the 
ball out of bounds. 

Following a great lineout and throw from hooker and 
team captain Firstie Tom Sandonato, Army strung together 
several phases to where O’Neill got the ball and scored the 
try for Army.

Following a successful conversion by Fleming, Army 
took the lead 31-28 and never relinquished it.

The Army-Navy game will be aired at 9 p.m. Tuesday 
on ESPNU. 

The men return to rugby action against St. Mary’s 
College at 11:30 a.m. April 18 at Life College in Atlanta.

• Women’s Rugby: Army women’s rugby participated 
in the Cherry Blossom Tournament in Washington, April 4 
and came back with four victories and the championship. 

Army took the first match on the day 31-5 over George 
Washington as they were led by Yearlings Ashley Miller 
and Sylvia Thomas, who had two tries each.

Army would win a close one in their second match 
defeating Slippery Rock 7-3. Plebe Kayla Orvik got Army’s 
only try in the game as Miller made the conversion.

In the semifinal, Army smoked Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute 56-0. Seven different ruggers scored tries as Cow 
Ashley Sorensen (three) and Plebe Jessica Sexauer (two) 
popped in multiple tries.

Army would win the tournament by stomping Maryland 
33-0, led by Sexauer’s two tries.

The goal was to use the weekend as a final preparation 
for the national championship tournament.

The players showed a lot of improvement in their pattern 
of play and control of the breakdown.  

The women’s next match is against West Chester 
University in USA Rugby National Championship’s Round 
of Sixteen April 18 in Sanford, Fla.

Army men’s rugby earn a couple 
of trophies after defeating Navy 
38-28 April 4.                                                                          
                           Courtesy photo




