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BOINHERVIEW

Baseball takes 3 of 4 from Navy, earn “star”

By Bob Beretta
Athletic Communications

Firsties’ centerfielder Andy
Ernesto and third baseman J.P.
Polchinski homered as Army
battled back from a pair of early
deficits to run their series winning
streak against Navy to a record 10
games with an 11-5 victory over the
Midshipmen in the first game of the
teams’ Patriot League doubleheader
Monday at Doubleday Field.

Navy overcame an early four-
run deficit, then held on for a wild
12-10 victory in the nine-inning
nightcap to salvage one win from the
four-game weekend set. With their
three wins over the Midshipmen, the
Black Knights secured their sixth
consecutive “star” against their
arch rivals and claimed their sixth
straight series win.

Army moved into a tie for
third place in the Patriot League
standings with their three wins on
Sunday and Monday.

Army fell behind 3-0 in the
first inning of Monday’s opener
as Navy benefited from a pair
of walks and received a two-run
single by Jonathan Berkowitz off
Black Knight starter Yearling Ben
Koenigsfeld. Army knotted the
score with a run in the bottom of
the first inning and two more in
the second. Yearling designated
hitter Joey Henshaw’s RBI single
to right field off Navy starter Zach
Sipe accounted for Army’s run in
the first, while the Black Knights

received an RBI groundout from
Plebe catcher J.T. Watkins and a
sacrifice fly from Plebe second
baseman Zach Price in the second.

Navy wasted little time regaining
the lead as Kendall Bolt ripped a
leadoff home run to center field
in the top of the third and Mike
Hoosier stroked a run-scoring single
to right field later in the inning.
Ernesto’s two-run homer, a line shot
over the fence in right field, tied the
score at 5-5 in the fourth.

The Black Knights took control
in the fifth, scoring four runs on five
base hits against Sipe and reliever
J.D. Melton.

Polchinski’s one-out home run
to left-center field put Army on top
at 6-5. A double by Yearling right
fielder David Darnell and Watkins’
RBI single to right field moved
Army ahead 7-5. Yearling shortstop
Clint Moore’s two-run single off
Melton stretched the Black Knights’
lead to 9-5.

Firstie left fielder Kyle Fleming
ripped a lead-off triple to right-
center field and scored on a wild
pitch to open the bottom of the
sixth inning. After two batters
were retired, Watkins singled, stole
second base and scored on an RBI
single to center field by Price to
close out the scoring.

Koenigsfeld earned the victory
on the mound for Army, pushing his
record above the .500 mark at 4-3.
The junior right-hander allowed six
hits and five runs on the afternoon,
while striking out four and walking

Firstie third baseman J.P. Polchinski hit a home run and added two doubles in Monday’s doubleheader

against Navy. Army took three of four games against their rivals.

four. Sipe (2-4) suffered the loss for
Navy, yielding six hits and seven
runs over 4.1 innings of work.

Price went 2-for-2 with three
runs scored and two runs batted in,
while Watkins added two hits, two
runs scored and two runs batted in to
pace Army’s 12-hit attack. Henshaw
and Polchinski also registered two
hits each for Army, which ran its
Patriot League winning streak to
five games with the victory.

Army (16-15 overall, 6-6 PL)
raced out to a 5-1 lead after three
innings of the nightcap, only to see

CLUB RESULTS

Army men’s team
handball won the
2009 Collegiate
National
Championship
April 10-12 at
the Air Force
Academy in
Colorado Springs,
Colo. It is the
third straight
collegiate title for
the Army team.
COURTESY PHOTO

* Men’s Handball: Army men’s team handball
won the 2009 Collegiate National Championship
April 10-12 at the Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colo., by going undefeated in pool play and
defeating the University of North Carolina, 38-26, in
the gold medal match.

Army continued its dominance at the collegiate
level with its third straight national title.

In addition, Army’s developmental team, Army
Gold, completed its best tournament of the year and
finished in fourth place.

Army combined stingy defense with frantically-
paced fast breaks, often started by the court vision and
pin-point passing from Cow goalkeeper Dexter Wise,
to open up a 10-goal lead on North Carolina within the
first 15 minutes of play in the championship game.

North Carolina would not go away that quickly,
though, as the playmaking ability of Scott Knox, the
tournament’s MVP, helped UNC cut the lead to 16-10
with less than 10 minutes to play in the first half.

However, Army’s experience, speed and skill
proved to be too much for the overmatched Tar
Heels.

Led by Firsties Brian Walsh, Justin Key and
Jake Abramowitz, Army pushed its lead to 23-12 at
halftime. The second half was a mere formality as
UNC never cut the deficit to single digits.

Army began the tournament with a victory over a
College Select team, consisting of players from across
the nation, 21-14.

They grinded out a victory in their next game,
a championship preview against North Carolina,
21-109.

On April 11, Army battled its military rival Air
Force in the Service Academy Cup, and Army came
out on top, 29-26.

Army’s work for the season is not done, however.
The club seeks to build upon this momentum for the
Open National Championship in Chicago, May 8-10,
which will feature the nation’s 16 best teams.

Navy reel off seven straight runs to
take an 8-5 lead in the sixth. The
Midshipmen scored four times in
the top of the seventh to build their
advantage to 12-6, then held off a
furious late-inning comeback by
the Black Knights. Army placed the
potential tying runs on base with
two outs in the bottom of the ninth,
but fell just short as Melton retired
Henshaw on a comeback shot to end
the game, just after Henshaw’s bid
for a game-tying double down the
first-base line bounced just foul.
Ernesto, Moore, Koenigsfeld

Eric S. BARTELT/PV

and Yearling first baseman Kevin
McKague, who hit two home runs,
registered three hits apiece for the
Black Knights in the second game,
while Price, Henshaw and Fleming
finished with two hits each.

“I’m proud of the way our
players fought all weekend long,”
said Army head coach Joe Sottolano.
“I was really impressed with way we
swung the bats and competed each
and every inning. We found out a
lot about our ball club this weekend.
I certainly feel good about the
direction we’re heading.”

Corps

FrIDAY-SUNDAY -- MIEN’s TENNIS,
PATRIOT LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP,
MaLeEk TEeENNIS CENTER,
CHampionsHIiP Tives TBA.

SATURDAY -- SOFTBALL VS.
CoLcate (DH), ArRmY SOFTBALL
CowmpLEx, 2:30 P.Mm.

SunpAay -- WomMmEN's TENNIS
vs. BRyanT (9 A.m.) & LEHIGH
(3 p.m.), LicHTENBERG TENNIS
CENTER.

SUNDAY -- SoFTBALL vs. COLGATE
(DH), Army SortBALL COMPLEX,
1 p.m.

TuEsDAY -- BASEBALL Vvs.
BingHAMTON, DousLepAy FiELD,
3:30 p.Mm.

APRIL 24-26 -- WoMEN's TENNIS,
PaTriOT LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIPS
@ BucknELL, LewisBurG, Pa.,
TBA.

APRIL 25 -- SOFTBALL Vs.
BuckneLL (DH), ArRMY SOFTBALL
CowmpLEX, 1 P.M.

snorts calendar
April 16-May 2

ApriL 25-26 -- GoLF, PatrioT
LeEacue CHAmPIONSHIPS, WEST
Point GoLr Course, TBA.

APRIL 26 -- SOFTBALL Vs.
BuckneLL (DH), ArRmY SoOFTBALL
CowmpLEX, 1 P.M.

APRIL 29 -- BaseBaLL vs. MARisT,
41tH AnnuAL WPDH Hubson
VaLLEy BaseBaLL CLAssic,
FisHkiLL, DuTcHESS STADIUM,

7 p.\m.

May 1-2 -- Track & FiELD (MEN
AND WOMEN), PATRIOT LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIPS, SHEA STADIUM,
TBA.

MAy 2 -- LACROSSE Vs.
PennsyLvaniA, MicHIE STADIUM,
Noon.

Club

FRIDAY-SUNDAY -- ORIENTEERING
Team, 30TH ANNUAL WEST PoinT
ORIENTEERING A-MEET, SPRINT
Meet, MippLe-Distance & Long
Distance; Camp BuckNER, TROPHY
PoinT & Ski Siopg; 4 p.m. (Fri.)
& 9 A.m. (SAT.-SuN.)






