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By Tracy Nelson
Athletic Communications

Army dashed Lehigh’s hopes
for an undefeated Patriot League
season with a thrilling 54-52 win
over the Mountain Hawks Sunday
at Christl Arena.

Firstie guard Alex McGuire
poured in a career-high 24 points,
and Firstie forward Megan Evans
netted the game-winner with two
seconds on the clock to score the
Black Knights their second Patriot
League win of the year.

The Mountain Hawks led much
of the second half until Army put
together a textbook finish. Lehigh’s
Tricia Smith drilled a three-point
basket with exactly one minute
to play, stretching the Mountain
Hawks’ lead to five (52-47).

Coming out of an Army timeout,
McGuire found Yearling forward
Erin Anthony wide open under the
basket for an easy layup to make it
a one-possession contest (52-49) at
the 36-second mark.

Army’s full-court pressure then
put Lehigh’s Kristen Dalton on the
line to shoot a one-and-one. She
missed the front end, giving Army
25 seconds to work with. McGuire
corralled the rebound and dribbled
down into the right corner of the
court.

With no hesitation, she pulled up
for three and drilled her fourth triple
of the game to knot the score at 52
all with 19 seconds remaining.

“I absolutely wanted the ball
in Alex’s hands at that point in
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the game,” said Army head coach
Dave Magarity. “She was on such
a roll at that point in the game, so
I absolutely wanted her to take that
shot and I’m really not surprised
that she delivered. Alex has been a
warrior throughout her career, and
she showed that sort of spirit again
today.”

Alex Ross’ three-point attempt
rimmed out for the Mountain Hawks
with nine seconds to go, giving
Army a chance to play for the win.

Yearling guard Laura Baranek
dribbled up the court and drew the
Lehigh defense out, leaving Evans
open underneath for the game-
winning layup with two seconds to
go. Lehigh did not get a shot off as
Army hung on for the victory.

“You can never count Megan
(Evans) out,” Magarity said. “She
was having a bit of a rough stretch
heading into this game, but she
came up so big for us tonight and
really delivered. Lehigh doubled on
Erin (Anthony) and she didn’t have
her best night, but Megan really
stepped in and provided some key
points.”

Army found itself down by as
many as 11 points (37-26) less than
three minutes into the second half,
but they continued to slowly chip
away at the deficit.

The Black Knights then used an
18-8 run to re-gain a 44-43 lead with
seven minutes to go. The Mountain
Hawks surged ahead again, leaving
Army to play from behind yet
again.

“Our ability to hang with teams

Firstie forward Megan Evans netted the game-winning basket with two seconds left to give Army
a 54-52 victory over Lehigh Sunday.

and stay in games is really what this
team has been all about this year,”
Magarity noted. “We hung in there
against a very good Lehigh team
and kept defending even when our
shots weren’t falling. Our defense
has sort of become the M.O. of our
team all season and that showed up
when we needed it to today.

“You have to give Lehigh an
unbelievable amount of credit,”
Magarity added. “I just think that

Bouncing Bulldogs to
perform and hold clinic
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West Point basketball fans
are in for a treat when the U.S.
Military Academy welcomes
the Bouncing Bulldogs Rope
Skipping Demonstration Team for
halftime performances during the
Army-Navy women’s and men’s
basketball games Saturday and
Sunday, respectively.

The five-time national jump
rope champions also will hold an
hour-long clinic Sunday before
the men’s basketball noon tip-off
against the Midshipmen.

The clinic is scheduled to run
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at Army’s
Gillis Field House.

Admission to the clinic is open
to children ages 18 and younger and
is free with a paid ticket for either
the men’s or women’s Army-Navy
games.

Tickets also will be available for
purchase at Gillis Field House. The
clinic will be run on a first-come,
first-served basis, but participants
may pre-register to guarantee their

slot by contacting Elle Nichols,
Director of Marketing, at ellen.
nichols@usma.edu or 938-2294.

Participants also can register
the day of the clinic from 9-9:30
a.m. and are encouraged to bring a
change of footwear to the event.

Those not able to attend the
clinic will have a chance to catch
the nationally acclaimed Bouncing
Bulldogs during a halftime
performance at both Army-Navy
games.

The Bouncing Bulldogs Rope
Skipping Demonstration Team is
comprised of 115 boys and girls
from the Metropolitan Triangle area
of North Carolina, ranging in ages
from 5 to 25.

Based out of Chapel Hill and
Durham, N.C., team members can
perform hundreds of synchronized
tricks, maneuvers and dances
using a combination of single
and double-dutch ropes. Their
innovative rope skipping style
includes fancy footwork, flips and
other acrobatic skills with ropes of
various lengths.

Each year, the team performs

worldwide in front of thousands of
spectators, including sports fans,
health and fitness professionals,
corporate employees, students,
educators and the general public.

Bouncing Bulldogs team
members have performed in
Australia, Belgium, Bermuda,
Canada, Cayman Islands, France,
Germany, Israel, Japan, South
Africa, the Virgin Islands, all over
the United States, and most recently
in China during the 2008 Summer
Olympic Games in Beijing. The
team also performed at the 2008
U.S. Open Finals Weekend in
Flushing.

The Bouncing Bulldogs are
members of USA Jump Rope and
have earned more than 150 national
championship awards in single and
double-dutch events, while also
producing 18 world champions
and two team world titles in 2004
and 2006. In June 2008, at the
National Jump Rope Age Division
Championship, held in Kissimmee,
Fla., the team earned the National
Champion Team Title for the fifth
straight year.

they are a tremendous team and
very well-coached. From day one,
I thought they were the team to
beat in the league this year. Top to
bottom, they have the most depth,
the best guards and experienced
leadership. This was just a great win
for us, and I can’t say enough about
my own seniors this afternoon.”
Fifteen of McGuire’s 24 points
came in the second half to spur
Army’s comeback. She shot 10-of-
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15 including 4-of-5 from behind the
arc to lead Army. Evans added 11
points to go with a game-high eight
rebounds in one of her best outings
of the season.

Army improved to 11-6 overall
and 2-1 in Patriot League action,
while Lehigh dropped to 13-5 and
also 2-1 in conference play.

Army remains at West Point for
a Saturday match-up against Navy
at noon at Christl Arena.

Staff and Faculty
Basketball Standings

*Standings as of Jan. 20

NORTH DIVISON W-L
1. DMI 15-1
2. DAD/ODIA 13-4
3. SYSTEM ENGRS 8-7
4. MEDDAC 7-11
CENTRAL DIVISION W-L
1. MATH 1 10 -5
2. DPE 7-9
3. BTD/USCC 4-13
4. SOCIAL SCIENCE 2-16
SOUTH DIVISON W-L
1. GENE/DFL 12-4
2. W.P. GARRISON 8-5
3. HISTORY 11-6
4. D/LAW 10-8
5. MATH 2 9-8
6. USMA BAND 7-8
7. ENGLISH 7-11
8. EE&CS 2-16

W-L
1. MEDDAC 10-1
2. STAFF & FAC. 7-3
3. STEWART MAR. 4-7

Unit Basketball Standings

*Standings as of Jan. 15

A\
4. MPs 3
3

-L
-8
5. 105TH ANG -8






