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and Herb Lichtenberg.
A pair of Firsties was 

then honored for their 
work both in and out of the 
realm of athletics, as Firstie 
football player Lowell 
Garthwaite was recognized 
wi th  the  Communi ty 
Service Award after raising 
more than $80,000 for the 
American Cancer Society’s 
Relay For Life. 

Next was the Maggie 
Dixon Inspiration Award, 
which was given in memory 
of the late Army women’s 
basketball coach. Firstie 
women’s basketball player 
Courtney Wright garnered 
the award for her standout 
work ethic, character and 
leadership. 

Each nominee was 
highlighted through a video 
presentation leading into each award and each 
performance award included a men’s and 
women’s category. 

The evening followed with awards for 
Rookie of the Year, Yearling of the Year, Cow 
of the Year, Performance of the Year and Play 
of the Year. All of the winners were presented 
with a commemorative Black Knight Award 
for their accomplishments. 

2009 Black Knight Award Winners 
were:

• “A” Club Lifetime Achievement 
Award

Louis Gross and Herb Lichtenberg
• Community Service Award

“Going to the NCAAs is something you 
want each and every one of your players to 
experience,” Sottolano said. “It’s something 
that we talk about with our young men 
during the recruiting process. That streak 
is a tribute to the players that have gone 
through this program and to what they have 
accomplished.”

As Patriot League champion, Army 
represents the conference at the NCAA 
Regionals. 

The NCAA Regionals will be held May 
29-June 1 at sites to be determined. 

The NCAA’s “Field of 64” will be 
announced Monday.

Pointer View  

Women’s soccer, baseball earn top BKA honors
Army and Community Sports

BASEBALL, continued from page 12
Army (33-18) rounded out the scoring 

when Ernesto singled and scored on an 
RBI groundout by McKague in the fifth. 
Consecutive sacrifice flies by Darnell and 
Watkins following a pair of leadoff walks 
by Firstie third baseman J.P. Polchinski and 
Fleming in the sixth accounted for the final 
8-1 margin. 

McKague, who closed out three of 
Army’s four Patriot League Tournament wins 
including both victories on Saturday, fired a 
scoreless ninth inning in relief of Koenigsfeld 
to complete the sweep. Army’s hard-throwing 
closer struck out Brian Davilla on a check 
swing to end the game, setting off a wild 

By Tracy Nelson
Athletic Communications

The Army Athletic Association held 
the 2009 Black Knight Awards ceremony 
Sunday at Robinson Hall Auditorium. 
The department’s premiere year-end event 
honored teams and athletes for an outstanding 
2008-09 season. 

Baseball, which captured a fifth Patriot 
League title Saturday, and Army’s 2008 
Patriot League Championship women’s 
soccer team each took home Team of the 
Year hardware. 

Volleyball Firstie Elizabeth Lazzari was 
named Ms. Black Knight, while hockey 
Firstie Zach McKelvie garnered the title of 
Mr. Black Knight.

In its second year of existence, the Black 
Knight Awards honor the best that Army’s 
25 athletic teams had to offer in 2008-09 in 
an award-show format similar to the ESPY 
Awards. 

Rich DeMarco, assistant athletic director 
for marketing, multimedia and broadcasting, 
emceed the event and guided an audience of 
more than 500 people through the hour-long 
affair.

Director of Athletics Kevin Anderson 
opened  the  n igh t  by  hand ing  ou t 
commemorative athletic director’s coins 
to a group of league major award winners, 
scholar-athletes, academic All-Americans and 
conference champions. 

Ass i s t an t  Ath le t i c  Di rec to r  fo r 
Development and Revenue Generation 
Doug Fillis followed with the presentation of 
the “A” Club Lifetime Achievement Award, 
which went to long-time supporters Lou Gross 

celebration at the mound.
“It’s a great feeling for the team, especially 

the seniors,” Ernesto said. “A lot of hard work 
went into this season, especially right out here 
on this field. It was a total team effort. This 
was our goal at the beginning of the year. We 
didn’t take anything for granted today.”

The postseason berth will mark Army’s 
fourth trip to the NCAA Regionals and third 
since 2004. 

It also means that every four-year member 
of the Black Knights’ program during that 
six-year period (2004-09) will have made at 
least one trip to the NCAA Regionals during 
their time at West Point. 

Lowell Garthwaite (football)
• Maggie Dixon Inspiration Award
Courtney Wright (women’s basketball)
• Play of the Year
Pia White (women’s soccer)
• Men’s Performance of the Year
Jay Clark (hockey)
• Women’s Performance of the 

Year
Nalini Hawkins (basketball)
• Men’s Rookie of the Year
Michael Hutchins (track & field)
• Women’s Rookie of the Year
Dymon Washington (soccer)
• Men’s Yearling of the Year

Clint Moore (baseball)
• Women’s Yearling of the Year
Erin Anthony (Basketball)
• Men’s Cow of the Year
Matt Kyler (wrestling)
• Women’s Cow of the Year
Kristin Beehler (tennis)
• Mr. Black Knight
Zach McKelvie (hockey)
• Ms. Black Knight
Elizabeth Lazzari (volleyball)
• Men’s Team of the Year
Baseball
• Women’s Team of the Year
Soccer

Deputy Athletic Director Gene Marshall (second from left) gives the Women’s Team of the Year 
Black Knight Award to the soccer team, which earned the 2008 Women’s Soccer Patriot League 
championship. Also shown are retired head coach Gene Ventriglia and Cow teammates Brittany 
Fearnside, Christine O’Leary and Caitlyn Gallagher.                      Mady Salvani/Athletic Communications

May 21-28
Sports calendar

Sunday -- Baseball vs. Dartmouth 
(DH), Doubleday Field, Noon.




