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Army tries to rebound against SEC foe Vanderbilt

By Tommy Gilligan
Assistant editor

The Army Black Knights (2-3)
look to get back to their winning
ways Saturday against Southeastern
Conference and 2008 Music City
Bowl champions Vanderbilt
University.

Army lost a hard-fought battle
Oct. 3 in the final minutes of the
contest to Tulane.

After the game, Coach Rich
Ellerson said, “These guys
understand that challenge, and we
will stay together and hold on to
one another. Every player and every
coach, particularly myself, will take
responsibility and we will find a way
to move forward.”

Just like every other team in
the county, the cadets and the staff
went back to work the very next
day watching film as Army began
preparing for the Commodores.

Ellerson has continued to preach
his philosophy that his team has to
be more precise in the way they play
to win games.

“If we can learn that lesson
and finally come away with that
understanding, and come away with
a sense of urgency to go forward,
believe it or not it can almost be
worth it with what we just went
through,” Ellerson said. “We need
one more play, and we see a hundred
of them there that are within our
grasp.

“The challenge does not get any
easier with Vanderbilt coming into
town,” he added. “I liken them to
lowa State with a better defense.”

Vanderbilt is coming into the
contest 2-3 with their three losses
coming to their conference foes,

which were ranked #1 collectively
as conference by ESPN.com.

The SEC traditionally has been
known as a smash mouth running
attack conference, and Vanderbilt
falls along with that persona, with
the team nearly compiling a 1,000
yards through five games.

“From an offensive standpoint,
their quarterback’s legs are very
much involved in the run offense,”
Ellerson said. “They have a bevy
of running backs with different
strengths and abilities.”

The Commodores have a young
and potentially explosive running
attack, while the Black Knights
defense has continued to stop
opposing team’s offenses. This
week, the Army defensive unit
comes in ranked among the Top
35 units in the country. Leading
the way is Cow defensive end Josh
McNary, who is rank fifth in the
country averaging 2.1 tackles for a
loss per game.

Standout Cow middle linebacker
Stephen Anderson expressed how
the team needs to finish a few more
plays, and, if they do that, they
would be in position to achieve the
team’s goals that they set out for
themselves in the preseason.

During Vanderbilt’s Monday
press conference, head football
coach Bobby Johnson spoke about
the issues that Army’s defense
presents to his team.

“They have people standing
up instead of being in a traditional
three-point stance, and they have
guys coming from everywhere,”
Johnson said. “It’s not that they
blitz a whole lot, but the interior of
their defense gives you problems
because they are unconventional.

Oct.
Corps

FriDAY — SwiMMING AND Diving
vs. Stony Brook, BosTon
CoLLEGE AND VERMONT, 4 P.M.
AT CRANDALL PooL.

FRIDAY — SPRNT FoOTBALL Vs.
PENNSYLVANIA, 7 P.M. AT SHEA
STADIUM.

SATURDAY — FoOTBALL Vs.
VanDEeRrBILT, Noon AT MicHIE
S1abium (CBS CoLLEGE SPORTS
NETWORK.)

Oct. 16 —RIFLE vs. NORTH
CAROLINA STATE, 2 P.M. AT
TRONSRUE MARKMANSHIP
CENTER.

Oct. 16— CRross COUNTRY Vs.
Navy, 4 p.m. (Men) anp 4:30
p.M. (Women) AT WEsT PoinT
GoLF COuURSE.

Oct. 16 —VOLLEYBALL VS.
AmMERICAN, 7 P.M. AT GILLIS
FieLp Housk.

8-17

Oct. 17—MEeN's SOCCER Vs.
BuckneL, 1 p.m. AT CLINTON
FieLp (KnigHT Vision.)

Oct. 17 —WOoOMEN’S SOCCER VS.
LAFAYETTE, 7 P.M. AT CLINTON
FIELD.

Oct. 17 —VoLLEYBALL vs. Navy,
7 p.m. AT GiLuis FieLo Housk.

Club

FripAY — Boxing, WEsT Point
RumBLE, 6 P.Mm. IN CENTRAL
AREA.

Oct. 16 —Boxing, Fripay NigGHT
FigHTS, 6 P.M. AT NORTH BoXING
Roowm.

Oct. 16-18 —WateEr Polo,
USMA INVITATIONAL, AT ARVIN
Gym, Tives TBA.

Oct. 17—Men’s RuagBy vs.
NORTHEASTERN, 5 P.m. AT
AnDERsoN RuGgBy CoMPLEX.

They do a good bit of stunting, and
they play a lot of man coverage so
we will have to be able to beat man
coverage. Their defense seems to
have a knack for giving everybody
problems.”

Army will try to get their offense
going Saturday against the 25th
ranked defense in the country. The
Black Knights running attack ranks
seventh in the country—averaging
231 yards.

Plebe quarterback Trent
Steelman is coming off his best
running performance of the season.
He carried the ball 20 times for a
total of 95 yards.

Ellerson praised Steelman’s
toughness throughout the game
and his improvement on the reads
through the game, but he and the
team must continue to improve to
be successful this weekend.

This Saturday’s game will be
televised on the CBS College Sports
Network (Channels Directv—=613,
Dish Network—152, Time
Warner—457). However, the game
will be broadcasted on tape delay,
so check your local service provider
for times.

Army fans can also see the video
and audio stream of the game from
ITT Army Knight Vision at www.
goarmysports.com.

Plebe quarterback Trent Steelman will try to get Army back on
track, after two straight defeats, against Southeastern Conference
Vanderbilt Saturday at Michie Stadium.

Eric S. BARTELT/PV

CLUB RESULTS

e Grappling: The U.S. Military Academy Mixed Martial Arts
Team dominated the competition at the Grappler’s Quest Northeast
Championships Sept. 26.

The Grappler’s Quest Northeast Championships is one of the largest
tournaments in the country, offering approximately 1,300 competitors
from around the country, including 16 representatives from West Point
—the largest showing West Point has ever produced for a national
tournament, a chance to compete.

The team performed exceptionally at the Northeast Championships
this year, walking away with 13 medals.

Firstie team captain Travis Anderson led by example, sweeping the
competition in his Intermediate Middleweight division, finishing first-
place overall. He also competed in the Intermediate Absolute division
(all weight classes combined) and earned second place after seven
grueling matches.

Cow co-captain Will Nagy had a similarly strong showing, finishing
second in his Intermediate Light-Heavyweight division and second in
the Blue Belt Heavyweight Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu division.

Cow Will Yankauskas (right)
ties up his opponent during
the Grappler’s Quest Northeast
Championships Sept. 26.

Team officer-in-charge, Maj. James Smith, epitomized “Army Strong” by fighting through seven long
matches to take home first place in the Executive (ages 30-39) Beginner Cruiserweight division and second

in the Executive Beginner Absolute division.

An additional milestone for West Point was reached at this tournament when, for the first time, female

cadets represented the academy at a national grappling competition.

Plebe Lauren Stitch, who has less than two months experience with the team, upset her Women’s Beginner
Class “C” (the lowest weight class) division by taking her opponents down to take second-place overall. Cow
Jennifer Smith demonstrated excellent ground technique, finishing the tournament with a third-place medal

in Women’s Beginner Absolute division.

Yearling Colby Brunette demonstrated his impressive ground game by finishing the tournament with a

second-place medal in the Beginner Lightweight division.

Plebe Mitchell Hansen fought six long matches to earn second place in the Beginner Welterweight division.
Cow Shinwon Moon excelled at his first tournament earning a second-place medal in the Novice Lightweight
division. Seth Merrigan finished strong as the only plebe to medal in the Intermediate level of competition.
He finished the day with a third-place medal in the Intermediate Welterweight division.

In all, West Point Mixed Martial Arts participated in 71 matches over the course of the day at the
Northeastern Championships. Nearly 70 percent of the team earned its way onto the podium, with several

members winning multiple medals.

e Women’s Rugby: The Army women’s rugby 1st XV (3-1) dominated on its home pitch Sunday
defeating Providence College 74-0. Army’s try scorers on the afternoon were Cow team captain Sylvia Thomas
3, Yearling Jessica Sexauer 3, Cow Ashley Miller 2, Firstie Krystle Harrell 2, Plebe Giovanna Camacho and
Cow Marie Timm with one try each. Army led 74-0 at halftime before the opposing coach agreed to call
the match at that point. It was Army’s third straight shutout victory. Afterward, Army’s 2nd XV outscored

Providence 1st XV 27-5.






