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Steelman gets nod for opener against Eastern Michigan

Story and photo by Eric S. Bartelt
Editor

He’s faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a
locomotive, he’s able to leap tall buildings in a single bound,
it’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s—Trent Steelman.

Every football season has a buzz surrounding the opener
and the 2009 Army football opener is no exception. On
Tuesday, head coach Rich Ellerson named Steelman the
starting quarterback for Saturday’s Army opener at Eastern
Michigan.

Steelman will be the first plebe in the modern era of Army
football (since 1944) to take the first snap of the season under
center.

Will the new “Man of Steel” power his team to victory in
Ellerson’s version of the triple-option offense? Ellerson says
we’ll soon see.

“We’re doing what we think gives us the best chance to
be successful,” Ellerson said of naming Steelman the starter
at quarterback. “If we are, in fact, going to be a triple-option
football team, he’s the best triple-option quarterback. But, then
again, stay tuned because it’s a very different environment on
Saturdays than it is on Tuesday afternoons.”

Ellerson did stress that Steelman will start, but Cow
Chip Bowden will still get his chances to perform against
the Eagles.

“Chip is still getting a lot of turns (repetitions) and a lot
of preparation time,” Ellerson said. “He’ll be prepared to play
and will play.”

Teammates of Steelman have the Bowling Green, Ky.,
native’s back and believe he is ready for his first moment in
the spotlight.

“He’s very mature,” Cow linebacker Stephen Anderson
said. “It takes a special guy to come here as a plebe

coming out of
Beast and getting
hammered down
by the academy
environment to
start the opener.
For him to step up
like he did proves
he’s the right guy
for the job.

“He’s a great
athlete and does
some things that
you just can’t
teach,” Anderson
added. “It’ll be
exciting to see
what he does
Saturday, but he’s
got to know that
he has 21 other
guys on the field

Plebe quarterback Trent Steelman

that have his back.”

Army, who finished 3-9 last season, will be looking to
end its losing streak in season openers. The Black Knights
haven’t taken an opener since 1996, which is also the team’s
last winning season.

“One of our season goals for this year is to win the season
opener,” Firstie wide receiver Ali Villanueva said. “We need
to concentrate and not beat ourselves. We have a lot of respect
for Eastern Michigan, but we want to go at them hard and I
can’t wait to see what happens Saturday.”

So will Saturday be the prelude of things to come in the
2009 season? For Anderson, he can’t wait to find out.
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mindset in the last 15-20 minutes of games this year.

“The old adage that you play like you practice is definitely
true, and that’s the challenge we’re faced with right now—is
how to replicate that in training,” Golan said. “It’s about
getting everything to become instinctual, and that to me is
huge. If we can do it perfectly without the pressure, then when
you add the pressure (of the last few minutes of games), we’ll
have more success.”

The team is still also grasping the change in its system,
which changed from a 4-4-2 to a 4-3-3 system a year ago to
encourage more offensive pressure and opportunities during

Cow midfielder Kelley Robbins has stepped up and
is playing a huge role for Army in the center of the
midfield.

games.

“At times, it looks really great (the 4-3-3), and, at times,
we have to go back and redo what we’ve already done,” Golan
explained. “With anything, the more repetition we have with it
the better it’s going to be. Hopefully, once we get to the Patriot
League (games), we’ll be settled in so we can do what we’re
here to accomplish and that’s to win another Patriot League
title and go to the NCAAs.

“There’s going to be some time spent learning because we
do have a few players who are in new positions,” she added.
“They’ve done a solid job up to this point and I see it getting
better and better as we go along.”

Golan said there will be a little bit of a learning curve for
many of the players, and sees it as a group effort in learning
and leadership to get back to the NCAAs.

“We need everybody to step up because it’s going to be
a total team effort,” Golan said. “We have a smaller lineup
this year than we did last year, and we have different players
who’ve already started to step up.

“(Cows) Carlie Turnnidge and Kelley Robbins have both
stepped up in the center of the midfield, and they are playing
tremendously huge roles for us,” she added. “We’ve got to
get some more production out of our attacking players, but,
again, it’s going to be a total team effort to get us back to the
NCAAs.”

Winning is just one of the challenges for Golan as she
settles into her first year as head coach. Replacing an academy
soccer legend is one challenge, learning about the intricacies
of West Point is another, but she is more than ready to test
her mettle.

“This place is truly about developing leaders of character,
and to have an opportunity to play a part in that in addition to
making better soccer players and continuing the great program
tradition coach Ventriglia started—it’s a tremendous honor
and a lot of fun,” Golan said. “There are so many different
things you have to deal with and understand here. But, having
two years under my belt (as an assistant) absolutely (makes
it a lot easier).

“To have learned from someone who was here for 23 years
for the varsity program and then a few years before that,” she
added, “it made it easier for me because I already understand
some of the challenges and how to face them.”

“Our guys are confident. We’re excited and we’re ready
to turn this Army football program around,” Anderson said.
“We can show (Eastern Michigan) that this is not going to
be another 3-9 season. We’ve worked too hard, we’re too
determined, and we’ve got many opportunities this season to
show everyone this is our time.”

Saturday’s game starts at 7 p.m. at Rynearson Stadium in
Ypsilanti, Mich. There is no television coverage of the game,
but Army fans can video and audio stream the game from ITT
Army Knight Vision at www.goARMYsports.com.

The game can also be heard on the Army Sports Network
through affiliates 77WABC Radio (770-AM), WALL (1340-
AM) and WEOK (1390-AM) as well as Sirius Satellite Radio
Channel 91.

$99 Season Ticket Contest

9 weeks, 9 winners ...
$99 Army Football Season Tickets

Contest:

This is your last chance to win season tickets to Army
football.

To enter, contestants must send an e-mail to
ticketcontest@usma.edu that includes their name, address
and phone number, plus the correct answer to the week’s
question.

Entries will be accepted until midnight on the Monday
of the following week. Every contestant that answers
correctly will be entered in the drawing for that week.

The final winner will be drawn Tuesday to receive
one pair of $99 season tickets for the 2009 Army Football
home season.

The final winner will be posted in the Pointer View
next week. Limit one entry per person, per week.

Answers to all questions can be found on www.
goARMYsports.com. [f you have any questions regarding
the contest, call the Army Athletics Marketing Office at
845-938-0390.

Week 9 Question: What team will Army
hockey play in their season home opener
Saturday, Oct. 24?

Week 8 Answer: lowa.

Week 8 winner is:
Gavin MclLeod from Redding, Conn.

snorts calendar
Sept. 4-13
Corps

FriDAY — CROSS COUNTRY
HosTs ARmY OPEN, 4

p.M. AT CRANDALL PooL.

SepT. 12—FoOTBALL Vs.
Duke, Noon AT MicHIE

p.Mm. AT WEST PoinT GoLF
COURSE.

SATURDAY — FooTBALL @
EasTerN MicHiGaN, 7 P.M.
AT YpsILANTI, MicH.

Tuespay —MEenN’s Soccer
vs. MaRrist, 7 P.M. AT
Cuinton FiELD.

WEDNESDAY — VOLLEYBALL
vs. MARIST, 7 P.M. AT
GiLuis FieLp Housk.

SEPT. 11 —SwiMMING
AND Diving HosTs Davip
BERSTEIN CHALLENGE, 5

St1apium (TV: CBS CoLLEGE
SprorTts NETWORK.)

SepT. 12-13 — GOLF HOSTS
MULEKICKER INVITATIONAL AT
WEsT PoiNT GoLF COURSE,
TBA.

SepT. 13 —SPRINT FooTBALL
vs. FAIRLEIGH Dickinson, 2
P.M. AT SHEA STADIUM.

Club

SATURDAY — BOXING HOSTS
Opren Gym PRACTICE AT
WEesT PoinT Boxing Roowm,
10 A.Mm.






