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Army defeats Eastern Michigan 27-14, wins first opener since 1996

Sept. 11–19
Corps

Friday—Swimming and Diving 
hosts David Berstein Challenge, 
5 p.m. at Crandall Pool.

Saturday—Football vs. Duke, 
Noon at Mich ie  Stad ium 
(TV: CBS College Sports 
Network.)

Saturday and Sunday—Golf 
hosts Mulekicker Invitational 
at West Point Golf Course, 
TBA.

Sunday—Sprint Football vs. 
Fairleigh Dickinson, 2 p.m. at 
Shea Stadium.

Wednesday—Men’s Soccer 
vs. Quinnipiac, 7 p.m. at 
Clinton Field (Internet: Knight 
Vision.)

   Sports calendar
Sept. 18—Volleyball vs. 
Quinnipiac, Noon at Gillis 
Field House (West Point 
Challenge.)

Sept. 18—Swimming and 
Diving, Black and Gold Meet,  
5 p.m. at Crandall Pool.

Sept. 18—Volleyball vs. Iowa, 
7 p.m. at Gillis Field House 
(West Point Challenge.)

Sept. 19—Football vs. Ball 
State, Noon at Michie Stadium 
(TV: CBS College Sports 
Network.)

Club
Sept. 18—Boxing, Friday Night 
Fights, North Boxing Room, 
6 p.m.

Cow slotback Patrick Mealy rushed for a career-high 109 yards on only five carries 
and added a touchdown in Army’s 27-14 victory over Eastern Michigan Sept. 5 
at Rynearson Stadium in Ypsilanti, Mich. The win ended Army’s 12-year losing 
streak in season openers.      

By Bob Beretta
Athletic Communications

YPSILANTI, Mich.—Army ended a 
12-year drought in season openers, topping 
Eastern Michigan 27-14 in front of 14,499 
at Rynearson Stadium Sept. 5 in head coach 
Rich Ellerson’s debut. 

The Black Knights are 1-0 for the first 
time since the 1996 season, while the Eagles 
fell to 0-1 under first-year head coach Ron 
English.

The Army defense keyed the victory, 
forcing three turnovers and limiting the 
Eagles to just 223 yards of offense. The 
Black Knights sacked quarterback Andy 
Schmitt six times, including 2.5 sacks each 
by Firstie defensive tackle Victor Ugenyi and 
Cow defensive end Josh McNary. The Black 
Knights racked up a total of nine tackles 
behind the line of scrimmage.

Offensively, the Black Knights struggled 
most of the game, but came through when it 
counted by scoring 14 points in the fourth 
quarter. Army had 308 yards of offense, 
including 300 on the ground. 

Cow slotback Patrick Mealy led the squad 
with his first career 100-yard game. Mealy 
racked up 109 yards on only five carries, 
including a career-long 75-yard run to set up 
the Black Knights final touchdown. 

He also reached the end zone first this 
season, scoring from six yards out on Army’s 
first possession.

Cow fullback Kingsley Ehie was a big part 
of Army’s fourth-quarter success, scoring both 
of his touchdowns in the quarter. 

The Springfield, Mo., native had a career 
night with 75 yards on 12 carries and his first 
two career scores.

Cow slotback Jameson Carter racked up 
52 yards and a touchdown on five carries, 
while plebe quarterback Trent Steelman ran 
13 times for 20 yards. 

Steelman, the first Army plebe to start at 
quarterback in the modern era (since 1944), 
completed 2-of-5 passes for eight yards. 

The win marked the first time a Black 
Knights rookie won at the helm since the 
1987 season, snapping an eight-game losing 
streak.

McNary led the team with nine tackles, 
including the 2.5 sacks. Yearling linebacker 
Andrew Rodriguez made his collegiate debut, 
making seven tackles. He was also in on one 
sack and recovered a fumble. 

Cow defensive back Donovan Travis 
recorded seven stops and intercepted one pass. 
Cow linebacker Stephen Anderson also had 
seven tackles.  

Plebe defensive back Josh Jackson made 
his first career interception.

The Black Knights have now won all three 
meetings with the Eagles.

The victory snapped Army’s eight-game 
losing streak in season opener’s played away 
from West Point (1-8). 

Army now opens the home portion of its 
schedule Saturday when it hosts Duke at noon. 
CBS College Sports Network will broadcast 
the game live from Michie Stadium to a 
national-television audience. 

Saturday’s game is part of Army Sports 
Hall of Fame weekend. 

Among the eight inductees in the class of 
2009 is former Black Knights’ basketball coach 
and current Duke mentor Mike Krzyzewski. 

The first 5,000 fans through the gates will 
receive an 8x10 print commemorating the 
entire class.

Army goes for two in a row against Duke Saturday
By Eric S. Bartelt
Editor

Coming off a season-opening 
victory versus Eastern Michigan, 
there is excitement in the air as 
Army tries to go 2-0 for the first 
time since 1996 when they face 
Duke (0-1) at noon Saturday at 
Michie Stadium.

Army (1-0) has to clean up 
some messes they made with the 
11 penalties and going 2-for-11 
on third down conversions, but 
the positives far outweighed the 
negatives that led to the Black 
Knights’ win.

The debut of the double-eagle 
flex defense led to career days for 
Cow defensive end Josh McNary 
and Firstie defensive end Victor 
Ugenyi, who both registered 2.5 
sacks against the Eagles. 

The team amassed six sacks and 
three turnovers en route to a solid 
defensive performance.

“We do have some guys who 
can make plays and can generate 
pressure,” head coach Rich Ellerson 
said. “Going into the season, I felt 
like the best group that could carry 
our lineup would be our defensive 
front. Our defensive front has a 
chance to be very, very good.”

Saturday’s game will be a test 
for not only the defensive front, 
but the defense as a whole, as Army 

faces a quarterback who threw for 
350 yards and two touchdowns the 
first week of the season.

“(Duke’s) quarterback is one 
of the best quarterbacks in college 
football,” Ellerson said. “They are 
very gifted on the offensive side 
of the ball and they run very well 
and are committed to throwing 
the football. (Senior quarterback) 
Thaddeus Lewis is much more 
experienced than what we saw this 
past week … and they will be a bit 
more wide open.”

Army’s secondary will have to 
contain a pair of wide receivers, 
sophomore Johnny Williams and 
junior Austin Kelly, who combined 
for 14 receptions, 195 yards and two 
touchdowns against Richmond.

Cow l inebacker  S tephen 
Anderson agreed with Ellerson 
that the key to winning the game is 
stopping Duke’s passing game.

“(Lewis) sits tall in the pocket 
and finds his targets,” Anderson 
said. “We need to get pressure on 
him and make sure he sees our 
defensive linemen more than he 
sees the backs of his offensive 
linemen.”

Plebe Trent Steelman will 
get another start at quarterback 
Saturday. While he was inefficient 
in the passing game, which only 
gained eight yards, the running 
game racked up 300 yards.

Ellerson complimented his 
young quarterback in the face of 
adversity during the second half of 
the Eastern Michigan game.

“His physical toughness and 
composure were there,” Ellerson 
said. “Even in the second half, when 
we looked a bit like a clown act 
because we were jumping offside 
and doing other things, we didn’t 
have a negative play.

“(Steelman) missed some throws 
downfield, but he didn’t have a 
negative play,” he added. “The fact 
that he was poised even though he 
got banged around pretty good and 
kept his composure is a positive.”

The  team mus t  keep  i t s 
composure this week if it wants to 
continue on its trek of achieving all 
its preseason goals.

“A win (Saturday) would have 
us starting to look at the big picture,” 
Anderson said. “We have season 
goals, and our first goal was to win 
game one. We did that and now our 
next season goal is to get to a bowl 
game. A win Saturday is going to 
mean the world to us, and I think 
with more wins the fans will get 
back on the bandwagon and we’ll 
see a lot more sold out games this 
year.”

Saturday’s game starts at noon 
and will be televised on the CBS 
College Sports Network. Army fans 
can also video and audio stream the 

game from ITT Army Knight Vision 
at www.goARMYsports.com. 

The game can also be heard on 
the Army Sports Network through 
affiliates 77WABC Radio (770-
AM), WALL (1340-AM) and 
WEOK (1390-AM) as well as Sirius 

Satellite Radio Channel 127.
Before the game, tune in to the 

90-minute “Army Football Tailgate 
Show,” hosted by Rich DeMarco 
and Bob Outer, at 10 a.m. 

The pre-game coverage starts at 
11:30 a.m.




