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Army seeks victory against winless Ball State

Story and photo by
Eric S. Bartelt
Editor

Army (1-1) will try to get back on track
Saturday as they face the Ball State Cardinals
(0-2) in a 12:02 p.m. kickoff at Michie
Stadium.

Ball State is reeling after its 23-16 loss to
Football Championship Subdivision, formerly
Division I-AA, New Hampshire.

After going 12-2 a year ago, the Cardinals
are in the midst of a transition with new head
coach, Stan Parrish, and an offense led by a
redshirt freshman quarterback, Kelly Page.

Despite all the changes, Army head
coach Rich Ellerson said Ball State is still a
dangerous team to compete against, especially
on offense.

“They’ve got a great running back and
an offensive system that keeps you awake
at night,” Ellerson said. “They’re going to
spread us out. We’ll be out there playing
significant snaps in man coverage and they’ll
put our guys on an island.

“Their quarterback can be dangerous,” he
added. “I can see why they are excited about
him because he can make all the throws, make
things happen with his legs and once the game
slows down for him, he’ll be special.”

The backbone of the Cardinals offense
is senior running back MiQuale Lewis, who
last season ran for 1,736 yards and scored
22 touchdowns. He has 124 yards and one
touchdown in the first couple games this
year.

Lewis and Page may be finding their
footing right now because the team is starting
three redshirt freshmen along the offensive
line. With that much inexperience, Army will
be looking to capitalize on their rawness.

“Sometimes those guys who are playing
are just that good to be playing young,” Cow
defensive tackle Mike Gann said. “I’ll have
to look at some more tape on them as far as
the offensive line and see how green they
are. We’re excited (to play against them), but
we’re going to take it humbly and not go in
there with a big head.”

Speaking of green around the gills,
Plebe quarterback Trent Steelman will try to
rebound from a subpar performance last week.
Ellerson knows it’s a learning process for him
and sees the growth in his game.

“He’s improving, there’s no doubt about
it,” Ellerson said of Steelman, who rushed
for 75 yards and a touchdown against Duke.
“The ball is going to be in his hands. He’s a
freshman and it’s impossible to go out there
and be ‘nails’ the whole game, but when
you are in one of those games where you’re
really looking for one more play ... there
were opportunities there, but he didn’t take
advantage of them. To his credit, he is better
and he’s making progress—it’s close, it’s not
where we want him to be yet, but it’s close.”

Heading into the game, the most important
thing for Army is not to get too high facing
an opponent coming off a devastating loss.
Duke lost to Richmond the week before their
victory against Army, and Army is facing
another team against the ropes loaded with a
knockout punch.

“They’re definitely going to come here
fired up, and they’re going to try to make
this the turning point in their season,” Gann
said. “I can say right now, they’re sitting in
a meeting room going, ‘OK, we’re going to
(go to Army) and we’re going to get the job
done and turn our season around,’ but we have
to handle that.

“We have to handle the emotion they have,

Plebe quarterback Trent Steelman had a rough game against Duke Sept. 12 with
a fumble and only two pass completions. However, the young quarterback scored

his first touchdown.

and the emotion we have and go out there and
play the game and get the job done,” Gann
concluded.

Saturday’s game will be televised on the
CBS College Sports Network (Channels:
Directv—613, Dish Network—152, Time
Warner Cable—457).

Army fans can also see
video and audio stream
the game from ITT Army
Knight Vision at www.

goARMYsports.com.

The game can be heard on the Army Sports
Network through affiliates 77WABC Radio
(770-AM), WALL (1340-AM) and WEOK
(1390-AM) as well as Sirius Satellite Radio
Channel 122.

Before the game, tune in to the 90-minute
“Army Football Tailgate Show,” hosted by
Rich DeMarco and Bob Outer, at 10 a.m.

The pre-game coverage starts at 11:30
a.m.
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snorts calendar
Sept. 18-27

FRIDAY —VOLLEYBALL
Quinniriac, Noon AT GiLLis
FieLo House (WEsT PoINT

FriDAY — SwiMmING AND Diving,
BrLack Anp GoLp MEeT,

FIELD.
VS.
SUuNDAY — VOLLEYBALL VS.
BingHAMTON, 3 P.M. AT GiLLIS
FieLbp House (WEst PoInT
CHALLENGE.)

Sep1. 25-27 —WoMEN's TENNIS,
EAsTERN CHAMPIONSHIPS, ALL
DAy (EAcH pDAY) AT LICHTENBERG

5 p.m.

Hall of Famers honored

The Army Sports Hall of Fame 2009 induction class was honored during halftime at the Army-
Duke football game Sept. 12 at Michie Stadium. The year’s inductees, next to Superintendent
Lt. Gen. Buster Hagenbeck, are (from left to right with their sport designation) Mike Krzyzewski
(basketball), Bill Carpenter (football and lacrosse), Ralph Chesnauskas (football, hockey and
baseball), Tracy Hanlon (track and field and basketball), Ray Murphy (athletic director, lacrosse,
basketball and football), Nicki Robbins (softball), Jack Rust (lacrosse) and Willis Truxton
Burbank and Samuel Truxton Burbank (front) representing their great-grandfather Thomas
Truxton (lacrosse and soccer). Army Athletic Director Kevin Anderson (in the white hat) is
also pictured between Murphy and Robbins. Eric S. BARTELT/PV

FriDAY — VOLLEYBALL vs. lowa, 7
p.M. AT GiLLis FieLp House (WEsT
PoINT CHALLENGE.)

SATURDAY — FoOTBALL Vvs. BALL
S1ATE, Noon AT MicHIE STADIUM
(TV: CBS COLLEGE SPORTS
NETWORK.)

SUNDAY — VOLLEYBALL VS.
Morcan State, Noon AT GiLLis
FieLo House (WEsT PoINT
CHALLENGE.)

SunpAaY — WoOMEN’S SOCCER Vs.
HarTFORD, 1 P.Mm. AT CLINTON

Tennis CENTER.
Club

FripAY — BoxinGg, FripAY NIGHT
FigHTs, 6 p.m. AT NoRTH BoxInG
Roowm.

Sunpay —MEen’s RugBy (ArRmy
CoLtrs—C/D sipe) vs. New
Pawtz, 1 p.m. AT ANDERSON
RuGBy CoMmPLEX.

Sept. 25 —BoxiNG, FriDAY NIGHT
FigHTs, 6 p.m. AT NoRTH Boxing
Room.






