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Defense claims win in annual Black-Gold Game

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor/Copy

Hours before the kickoff to the annual
Black-Gold Game March 27 at Michie
Stadiun, eight-year-old Sam Gwinn had an
early Army Football moment. Running across
the field to the 50-yard line, Sam stood and
took in the Army Athletics logo painted center
mass on the field before sprinting back to his
Family. Sam, along with his grandparents,
father, sister and younger brother took
advantage of the pre-game festivities which
included a rummage sale, live music and a
mini fan zone called Black Knights Alley.

“This is my first time here. It’s been fun so
far, and seems like there’s a lot for us to do,”
said Jeremy Gwinn, Sam’s father, and Social
Sciences instructor at West Point. “We came
here primarily for the Black Knights Alley,
but we’ll stay and watch the game.”

The game itself proved to be a crowd-
pleaser and the first opportunity for fans to
see some of the newer talent on the Army
football roster.

Before to the game, Army football
coach Rich Ellerson said the contest would
emphasize players who had not seen a lot of
playing time during the fall. The game pitted
offense (Black) versus defense (Gold) with
a scoring system rewarding points on both
sides for scores, changes of possession and
other favorable stats.

Plebe quarterback Trent Steelman had a
shaky start with two incomplete passes putting
the defense ahead 4-0. The offense found its
groove with the efforts of Cow Patrick Mealy,
dodging into the end zone for a commanding
16-5 lead. Steelman’s 23-yard pass to Yearling
Davyd Brooks put the offense ahead 23-6.

However, the defense mounted a
resurgence, with Cow Donovan Travis
bringing the Gold within seven after an
interception put the score at 24-17. Yearling
Jack Finan also recorded an interception to
tie the game 32-32, and a failed kick attempt
put the defense ahead for the first time, 38-
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hitting style this year.”

DePolo said because Duval is such a great
athlete that the sky is the limit for her budding
star third baseman.

“She has a great head on her shoulders,
works hard and has a true passion for the
game,” DePolo said. “She loves being out
there every minute of every day, and when
one of your best players (gives everything
she’s got)—that’s priceless.”

The goal for the season, in DePolo’s eyes,
is to approach every practice and game, every
minute of play with 100 percent investment.
The biggest goal is to maintain consistency
in the team’s mentality and actions that will
lead to wins down the road.

However, while DePolo is looking at
things long term, Duval is thinking about the
immediate and believes the team can surprise
people now.

“(My goal this season is) a Patriot League
championship,” Duval said. “I believe we
can play with anybody in the Patriot League.
There’s nobody better than us on paper or in
real life.

“This team has heart, the inner fire and
skill to be very good,” she added. “I think it’s
our time to take the Patriot League.”

Yearling defensive back Jack Finan helped the defense tie the game at 32-32 with his interception. The Gold team, all

defensive players, won the Black-Gold Game 42-35 at Michie Stadium March 27.

32. For the Gold, Yearling Andrew Rodriquez
posted three tackles and a tackle for loss,
while Cow Kingsley Ehie had three tackles
and forced a fumble during the 42-35 win
for the defense.

On the other side, Steelman completed
6-0f-9 passes for 80 yards and Brooks recorded
two touchdowns. Cow Jameson Carter rushed
for 30 yards on four carries. Yearling QB

Jimmy Reitter went was successful for 28
yards on two-of-six passes.

An awards ceremony was conducted prior
to the game with Firstie Alejandro Villaneuva
receiving the Maj. William Whitehead Award,
honoring the player with the highest class
standing. Firstie Jude Cooke and Andrew
DiEugenio were the recipients of the Col. Joel
B. Stephens Memorial Award, presented to the
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Most Valuable Players of the B Squad.

The Lt. Gen. Garrison Davidson Award,
distinguishing the player with the Highest
Military Standing on the team went to Firstie
Matthew Coulthard.

Army Football will open the regular season
on the road Sept. 4 at Eastern Michigan.

The home opener is scheduled noon Sept.
11 against Hawaii.

Women's Tennis streak continues, now 1/7-6

By Tracy Nelson
Athletic Communications

Strong singles play up and down the
lineup spelled victory for the Army women’s
tennis team March 27 as the Black Knights
blanked visiting Colgate, 7-0, at Lichtenberg
Tennis Center.

The victory marked Army’s 41st
consecutive Patriot League regular season
win and extended the team’s current win
streak to six.

Army (17-6,4-0 Patriot League) recovered
from a sluggish start in doubles play to win all
six singles matches in straight sets.

Colgate (5-5, 0-1) opened the Patriot
League season with a solid doubles effort,
pushing Army in both the second and third
flights.

Cow Anne Houghton and Firstie co-
captain Kristin Beehler remained perfect
on the weekend, running away with an 8-1
victory in the top flight.

Meanwhile, Plebe Erin Colton and Cow
Annie Hang outlasted Colgate’s Samantha
Inacker and Stephanie Bender in an 8-7 (1)
tiebreaker.

Cows Michael Tollerton and Robie Verano
picked up their team-high 18th doubles win of
the year with an 8-5 win at No. 3 doubles.

Army entered singles play on a mission
and all six players delivered.

Houghton won her first set at No. 1 singles
by a 6-4 score and put the match away with
a dominating 6-0 effort in the second set to
defeat Colgate’s Elise DeRose, who was a
first team All-Patriot League pick during the
2009 season.

Houghton is the two-time defending
Patriot League Player of the Year.

Beehler, who ascended into the No. 2 spot
this weekend after playing the majority of the
spring at No. 3, picked up a 6-1, 6-3 victory
over Inacker.

Beehler has now won five-straight
matches.

Head coach Paul Peck called upon Cow
Jessica Ahn to face Colgate’s Cameron
Williams in the third flight.

Ahn responded with a 6-1, 6-2 win in her
first singles bout since March 7.

Hang won her fourth in a row and
improved to 11-3 this spring with a 6-0,
6-4 triumph over Stephanie Brown at No. 4
singles.

Tollerton and Verano both blanked their
respective opponents in the fifth and sixth
flights, respectively.

Tollerton’s 6-0, 6-0 win stretched her
singles win streak to eight matches.

Cow Anne Houghton earned singles and
doubles victories. Eric S. BARTELT/PV
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Women's Handball Black goes 3-2 at Walker Invitational

Story and Photo by
Tommy Gilligan
Assistant Editor/Photo

The fifth annual 1st Lt. Laura Walker
Invitational Women’s Handball Invitational
was held March 27-28 at Arvin Cadet
Physical Development Center.

The team established the event after
Ist Lt. Laura Walker, Class of 2003, was
killed in action by an IED while deployed in
Afghanistan in August 2005.

Walker, a former West Point Handball
Team captain who lead her squad to the
national collegiate championship, was
offered an opportunity to pursue the Olympic
handball team, but turned it down to serve in
the Corps of Engineers.

In her memory, the team took another
step in their quest of becoming national
collegiate champions this past weekend by
defeating rival University of North Carolina,
by a score of 16-10 for third place and first
among college teams.

“The way the team has progressed this
semester since their loss to UNC is a true
testament to the teams’ work ethic,” Capt.
Jana Fajardo (Class of 2001) women’s team
handball’s co-head coach. “UNC beat us by
more than a few goals last time we played
and the girls have truly stepped it up to take
this victory.”

The Black team went 3-2, third overall
and first among college teams, and had strong
showings against the more experienced club
teams that are primarily filled with players
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from European countries, traditionally
hotbeds for handball talent. The Gold team
made strides in improving their game as
they became more of a unit throughout the
weekend and continued their development.

“For the majority of the team, their first
experience playing the sport is when they
arrive here on campus,” Fajardo said. “For
many of the club teams such as Boston and
NYCTH, they have players that have been
playing since they were children.”

Yet this year the team came into the fall
semester taking a different approach than in

CLUB RESULTS

Plebe Trish O'Toole leaps over the University of North Carolina defense and passes to the left winger Firstie Joy Turner

during the second half of the 1st Lt. Laura Walker Invitational March 27 in Arvin Gymnasium. O’Toole netted 10 goals

over the two days of action.

years past to combat their lack of experience
compared to the established clubs from major
metropolitan areas.

“Our captains adopted the training
standards of the U.S. Olympic team,” Maj.
Keirya Langkamp, co-head coach and team
officer-in-charge. “They were not concerned
about experience level. They developed the
try-outs based on athletic ability, among
other qualities, to assemble the best team on

the court.”

Both coaches believe that this very well
could be the best team they’ve had since they
began coaching.

“Like many other competitive club sports,
the team is comprised of many former corps
squad athletes that bring another dimension
to the team,” Langkamp said. “Some on
our team are former softball and basketball
players. They all provide another dynamic

to the team.”

As the team continues to gel and become
better with every practice, the goals it
established at the beginning of the season
have become more of a reality.

With one more tournament scheduled
during the April 23 weekend in South Carolina
prior to the National Championships, the Lady
Black Knights hope to keep the legacy of what
Laura Walker stood for alive.

April 1-70

®* Women'’s Lacrosse—The Army Women’s Lacrosse
team traveled to Syracuse March 27 to face Cortland and
Syracuse in back-to-back games.

Army came out strong in the first game against
Cortland, earning a 13-10 victory. Of the Black Knights’
13 goals, nine goals came from three players—Cow
midfielder Elizabeth Small, Plebe midfielder Cory
Trainor and Yearling attacker Hannah Johnson. Two other
yearlings, Lauren French and Casey Weliver, added a pair
of goals each.

The team’s offensive efforts were complemented by
the goaltending of Cow Kyra Barone and solid defense
of Firsties Elizabeth Connors and Stefanie Forgione and
Cow Emeline Hood.

While the team lost to Syracuse 12-5, the offense
continued to display its power thanks to goals by Johnson,
Small and French.

Plebe defender Noreen Masciello contributed an
impressive and morale-boosting goal after recovering a
turnover from Syracuse and running it down the length
of the field to score.

These two games not only highlight the offensive
capabilities of this team but also the talent of many of the
younger players, which surely promises a bright future for
Army Women’s Lacrosse.

The women return to action at noon Saturday at Daly

Field against the University of Rhode Island.

® Cycling—The West Point Cycling Team competed
March 27-Sunday in Trenton and Princeton, N.J.

The race weekend consisted of three races—an individual
time trial, a criterium and a circuit.

Firstie Kelsey Hassin was the only West Point competitor
in the individual time trial and she placed very well.

The second race of the weekend was the criterium, a race
characterized by short fast laps with a multitude of sprints
throughout the race.

In the criterium, Plebe Kevin Rutherford won the race,
which consisted of a field of more than 60 riders.

This first-place finish showcased his future for success on
the West Point Cycling Team.

The final race of the weekend occurred Sunday, which was
a circuit race, an endurance race ranging from 30-90 minutes
where final position was the only criteria for points.

Rutherford added to his amazing criterium performance
and placed fourth in the circuit of the Men’s Novice field
of more than 60 riders while Plebe Thomas Devane placed
11th. Cow James Thornton and Yearling Gregory Keith
placed within the Top 10 in the Men’s Advanced category
race. West Point Cycling had a very successful race weekend
in New Jersey and is excited as it prepares for Bucknell in
Pennsylvania this weekend.

Corps

FribAYy —WoMEN’s TENNIS
vs. DuauesNE, 5 pP.Mm.,
LicHTENBERG TENNIS CENTER
(or) MaLek TC.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY — TRACK
AND FIELD, Dick SHEA OPEN,
Noon (BOTH DAYS), SHEA
STADIUM.

SATURDAY — LACROSSE VS.
CoLGgate, Noon, MicHIE
STADIUM.

SATURDAY — WOMEN'S
TENNIS vs. FAIRLEIGH
Dickinson, Noon,
LicHTENBERG TENNIS CENTER
(or) MaLek TC.

SATURDAY — SOFTBALL
vs. LAFAYETTE, 1 P.M.
(DoOUBLEHEADER), ARMY
SorTBALL COMPLEX.

SUNDAY — SOFTBALL
vs. LAFAYETTE, 1 P.Mm.
(DoUBLEHEADER), ARMY
SorTBaLL COMPLEX.

WEDNESDAY — SOFTBALL
vs. lona, 4 pP.m.
(DouBLEHEADER), ARMY
SorTtBALL COMPLEX.

APRIL 9— MEeN’'s TENNIS vs.
BucknELL, 3 p.m., MALEK
Tennis CENTER.

Club

THUuRsDAY — WOMEN'S
Rueey vs. RMC, 3:30
P.Mm., ANDERSON RuaBY
COMPLEX.

AprRiL 8-10—Boxing, 2010
NartionAL CoLLEGIATE Boxing
CHawmpionsHIPS, Tives TBA,
EisENHOWER HALL.






