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Thrilling victory earns women's tennis PL title

By Tracy Nelson
Athletic Communications

It was not an easy task but the
top-seeded Army women’s tennis
team rallied to defend its Patriot
League crown for a sixth year in
a row as Cow Jurelle Mendoza’s
thrilling victory at No. 5 singles
clinched a 4-3 win for the Black
Knights over Bucknell Sunday in
Vernona, N.Y.

Mendoza was named the
tournament’s most valuable
player for her performance, which
punched Army’s ticket to the NCAA
Tournament for a sixth straight
year.

Army and Bucknell have met
in each of the last six title matches
and Sunday’s battle was as expected
—heated and back-and-forth all
afternoon.

The marathon contest took more
than five hours to complete. Colgate
hosted the tournament in its entirety
at the Turning Stone Resort.

“Winning the conference is
always sweet, but this year it was
especially sweet,” Patriot League
Coach of the Year Paul Peck said.
“We were down one of our starters
(Firstie Kristin Beehler) and for this
team to battle the way it did today
against a very talented and hungry
Bucknell team was unbelievable.

“They were really focused,
played great doubles and when
it came down to crunch time, I
couldn’t be more proud of the way
they delivered,” he added.

The Black Knights got off to an
ideal start, sweeping the doubles
point in convincing fashion.

Cows Anne Houghton and
Jessica Ahn won easily (8-1) at
No. 2 doubles, while classmates
Michael Tollerton and Robie Verano
collected an 8-2 win at No.3 doubles
to give Army a 1-0 edge early in
the match.

Tollerton carried that momentum
into a 6-2, 6-2 win over Carlin
Calcaterra at No. 4 singles.

The Sunshine State native enters
the postseason having won 13 of her
last 14 singles matches.

The top of Bucknell’s lineup
battled back, as Tania Varela and
Lauren Lucido topped Houghton
and Plebe Erin Colton, respectively,
to knot the match at 2-2. The Black
Knights dug themselves into a 3-2
hole after Ahn came out on the short
end of a gripping 2-6, 7-6 (7-4),
6-2 battle with Bucknell’s Demi
Iepuras.

The setback left just Mendoza
and Cow Annie Hang remaining
on the court. Riddled with injuries
and lineup changes, the pair stepped
up when it counted and delivered.
Both dropped the first set, but Hang
was able to recover to score wins
in the second and third sets (4-6,
6-3, 6-2) at No. 6 to tie the match
at three-all.

Mendoza, who spent time in
and out of Peck’s starting lineup
all season, faced Bucknell’s Dara
Dwojewski at No. 5 singles.

The Garden City Park, N.Y.,
native fell just short in the first set
by a 6-7 (5) tiebreaker score.

Mendoza, who improved to
12-0 in singles matches this spring,
rallied to take the second (6-1) and
third (6-3) sets to set off an eruption
of excitement at the Turning Stone
courts.

The title marked Army’s
11th Patriot League title overall.
The Black Knights earned the
conference’s automatic bid to the
NCAA Tournament.

Army will learn its postseason
fate during the NCAA Division
I Men’s and Women’s Tennis
Selection Show May 4, between
5-6 p.m.

The show will be aired live on
ESPNews.

Cow Michael Tollerton earned a No. 3
doubles victory with partner Cow Robie
Verano and then won at No. 4 singles
at the Patriot League finals Sunday.
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¢ Triathlon Team—In the greatest day in the 20-
year history of the West Point Triathlon Program, the
Army Triathlon Team upset the field of 110 collegiate
triathlon teams to win its third national championship
and sweep a heavily-favored Navy squad at the USA
Triathlon Collegiate Nationals in Buffalo Springs,
Texas, April 17.

The Army Tri women placed an astounding five
athletes in the top 40 (out 0f 450) to win the Women’s
Triathlon National Championship. Firstic Ashley
Morgan led the way with a fourth place individual
finish. Yearling Marcie Nordt, in only her second
Olympic distance triathlon, finished 15th overall. The
title was the first in the women’s team history at the
USA Collegiate Nationals.

The men’s performance was equally impressive.
Without any individual superstars, the West Point
men’s gameplan was to use their depth to make the
podium.

Cow Brendan Fox had the 11th best bike split of
the day en route to a 14th place finish. Firstic Rob
Sherry exorcised his past demons from collegiate
nationals and had the best race of his career finishing
19th overall. The men’s 2nd place finish at USA
Triathlon Collegiate Nationals tied their previous

Firstie Ashley Morgan finished fourth to help
lead Army to its third national championship at
the USA Triathlon Collegiate Nationals.
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best performance from 2008. In addition to the overall
team places, West Point won the Armed Forces
Championship by beating the other academies on the
combined men’s and women’s scores.

snorts calendar
April 22-May 2

Corps
5 p.Mm. (DOUBLEHEADER), ARMY

SATURDAY — MIEN’S LACROSSE SorTBALL COMPLEX.

vs. Howy Cross, Noon, MicHIE

STADIUM. May 1 —BAseBALL vs. BUCKNELL,
NoonN (DOUBLEHEADER),

SATURDAY — BASEBALL DousLEDAY FIELD.

vs. LAFAYETTE, Noon

(DouBLEHEADER), DouBLEDAY May 2 —BAseBALL vs. BUCKNELL,

FIELD. 1 p.m. (DOUBLEHEADER),
DousLEDAY FIELD.

SUNDAY —BASEBALL

vs. LAFAYETTE, 1 P.Mm. CIUb

(DouBLEHEADER), DouUBLEDAY

FIELD. Sunpbay —WomMmEN's LACROSSE
vs. AIR Force AnD CoAsT

WEDNESDAY — BASEBALL Vs. Guarp, 11 A.m., DALy FieLp.

Marist, Hupson VALLEY CLAsSIC
IN FisHkiLL, 7:05 p.m. MaAy 1 — ORIENTEERING TEAM,
WEST PoINT ORIENTEERING IVIEET,

APRIL 29 — SoFTBALL VS. MARIST, 9 A.M., Campr BUCKNER.






