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Simulations prep Black Knights for opener

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

The Black Knights took an important step
in their preseason preparations Aug. 21 at
Michie Stadium, working through game-like
scenarios that included coaches in the booth
and officials on the field.

After a coin toss, the kickoff return unit
took some repetitions before the offense came
on the field. Army’s first unit ran a scripted
series against the scout team defense before
the punt team took the field for its dress
rehearsal. The defense came on for a series
of its own, setting the stage for the punt
return unit.

The Black Knights also rehearsed sudden
changes with turnovers lost and gained,
worked on field goals and installed their
onside kick and “hands” squads. Army ran
everything at “thud” pace. The plays were run
at full-speed, but there was no tackling.

“It was combination of a little bit of
scrimmage and a lot of mock game,” head
coach Rich Ellerson said. “We tried to do
things in the sequence they will happen in
the game. We experienced some things for the

first time that will happen on a game day, and
we did some installation in the kicking game.
We got an awful lot done without putting guys
in a lot of physical jeopardy.”

The defense had a different look with
starters such as Stephen Anderson, Josh
McNary, Donovan Travis and Steven Erzinger
held out of the defensive portion of the
workout. On the offensive side, Yearling
quarterback Trent Steelman watched the
workout from the sideline. Steelman has not
practiced since Aug. 18 because of a minor
knee issue. The incumbent starter’s absence
was an opportunity for Cow Max Jenkins to
take the reins of the first-team offense.

“We have a guy in Max who really knows
his way around the offense,” Ellerson said.
“His claim to fame is that he really doesn’t
need a lot of practice. He is able to internalize
things especially well. He took advantage of
the fact that Trent has a minor injury going
on. This far before the opening game we
were able to rest that and give Max a chance
to validate in our minds, his mind and in his
teammates’ minds how effective and efficient
he can be with the offense.”

Firstie quarterback Chip Bowden also took

snaps on Saturday after being held
out of last weekend’s scrimmage.

“Every day you have to come out
and work, and as a backup you have
to prepare like you’re one play away
from having to be in there running
the offense,” Jenkins said after the
workout. “With Trent resting up this
week, | was able to take advantage
and get some reps with the ones. I just
need to keep working hard. Chip has
been doing really well, and I think
we’re pretty deep at the quarterback
position.”

One other position that built its
depth this week was on the offensive
line. Firstie offensive tackle Jason
Johnson has been hampered by leg
injuries since the start of camp,
but participated in today’s practice
without any sort of limitation.

“I’ve been rehabbing hard and
trying to get ready for the season,”
Johnson said. “The work paid off
today. I can’t wait to get out there
against Eastern Michigan. It’s going
to be a great day.”

Fans attending Aug. 20’s football
practice at Howze Field and the Foley
Athletic Center got a preview of what
the Spring 2011 workouts will look
like with the Firsties not attending
the workout while participating in
Friday’s class ring ceremony. The
session lasted roughly 90 minutes
and featured special teams, offensive
and defensive team work in helmets
and shorts.

With the veterans out of the mix,
it was an opportunity for some of the
youngsters to get added repetitions.
Offensively, two rookies have worked
their way into the top two units—Plebe
slotback Raymond Maples and Plebe wide
receiver Anthony Stephens. Both players
worked with the second unit during last
weekend’s scrimmage and continued to force
their way into the huddle during the week.

While both are unknown quantities until
Sept. 4, the classmates entered West Point on
opposite ends of the coaches’ radar. Maples
starred at the prep school last season as a
fullback, while Stephens is a direct admit
walk-on from Mauldin High School in
Greenville, S.C.

“Anthony has been a pleasant surprise,”

Cow quarterback Max Jenkins had the
opportunity to take the reins of the first-team
offense during practice Aug. 21.
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offensive coordinator Ian Shields said.
“He just kind of showed up here. His dad
went to school here and he’s a walk on. We
knew about him, but he’s been better than
advertised. We knew all about Raymond from
the prep school last year. He’s a special talent.
The arrow is pointed up for both those young
guys. Are they ready for prime time yet? I
think they’re getting close.”

Army opens its 121st season of
intercollegiate competition Sept. 4 when the
Black Knights visit Eastern Michigan at 7
p-m. Army begins its home slate the following
week, hosting Hawaii Sept. 11.

Deadline to register a team is Friday.

Sign up for Staff & Faculty Flag Football

The Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation’s Sports Office has
announced sign-ups for the 2010 Staff & Faculty Flag Football League.

The league is open to all USMA Departments and units, as well as Stewart Air National
Guard and Marine units. Departments and units may combine personnel to form a team.
The season will start on or around Sept. 8 at Shea Stadium.

For more information or to register a team, contact James McGuinness at 938-3066.
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A buzz surrounds men’s soccer with new coach

Story and photos by
Tommy Gilligan
Assistant Editor/Photo

There is a distinct buzz coming from
Clinton Field and it is not just coming from
the women’s soccer team. Since stepping on
campus this past January, head coach Russell
Payne and his staff have begun changing how
men’s soccer is viewed here at West Point;
from inviting world-class talent for a friendly
to their pitch this past spring to dominating
local competition in preparing for the regular
season.

In less than a week, Payne will lead the
Black Knights onto the field for their first
contest. However, the Columbia, Md., native
feels that they have already made strides.

As some soccer managers sit back and
oversee the progress of the program from afar,
Leo Cullen and Kevin Reiman, along with
Payne, are extremely hands-on with every
aspect of practice; from scrimmaging, ball
handling drills to conditioning right alongside
with the cadets.

“It is not just the idea, it is the simple
direct approach of changing the culture of
the team to perform and hold themselves to
the same standards of a professional.” Payne
said. “My staff and I hold ourselves to the
same standard that I expect the team to hold
themselves to.”

The competitive natures of these student-
athletes are being pushed on a daily basis,
not only by the staff, but, more importantly,
by each other.

Yearling midfielder Michael Kim scored a goal and 10. SYSTEMS ENG.
assist last season while finishing second on the 11. C/ME

team with 25 shots.

Throughout practice, they challenge each
other like it is the final moments of the real
contest, running so hard they would tear
the soles off their cleats, such as the case
with Plebe Jim Delnaro, who continued
conditioning with his teammates—barefoot.

“We are setting out this season to be the
last team standing,” the first year head coach
said. “I believe it is the only approach that a
competitor can take.”

Payne said that he does believe it should
take years to turn around the program, but
it can start to fall into place right away if
everyone gets inline.

Last spring as the staff and the team were
getting to know each other, they did just that.
The Army footballers battled a mixed squad
from the MLS Red Bulls in a heated contest
they were in until the final moments of the
game.

At that point, the change had begun.

“Our approach as a team is to win every
moment and small battles, ” Payne said. “That
means knowing what you need to work on or
getting treatment on an injury when it first
happens.”

So far this preseason, the Black Knights
have been led by their four Firsties. They
have taken control of the newly installed
philosophy and won the first two contests
of the fall preseason, defeating Nyack 4-1
and Central Connecticut 2-1 in a monsoon
Sunday.

With one game left in the preseason at 7
p-m. Friday at Clinton Field versus SUNY
New Paltz, the team members know they
have a lot work in front of them
to accomplish their goals this
season.

“We have to master all of
the intangibles,” Payne said.
“All the things you can leave
to chance and hope that others
are going to take don’t always
happen, so we have to make
sure we, as a team, are doing Plebe Jim Delnero ran barefoot during conditioning drills at practice after tearing
that and things will fall into off the soles of his cleats during an intersquad scrimmage on Clinton Field Aug.
line.” 13.

S&F Ultimate Frishee

Standings as of Aug. 20
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