


 January 7, 201012 Pointer View  Army and Community Sports

Kyler wins prestigious Southern Scuffle title
From Army Athletic Communications

Senior Matt Kyler won the individual 
championships at 149 pounds and an injured 
Jordan Thome finished sixth at 133 pounds 
as the Army wrestling team wrapped up 
competition at the Southern Scuffle held at 
the Greensboro Coliseum Special Events 
Center Dec. 30.

Army finished with 60 points and placed 
12th  in the 32-team field. Cornell won the 
event with 164 points, in front of Minnesota 
(151.5), Indiana (131.5), Edinboro (87.5) and 
Virginia (96.5).

“We have a lot of work to do and we’re 
certainly not content with the final results 
at all of our weight classes,” said Army 
head coach Chuck Barbee. “We want to do 
better. We need to get back in the room, 
make corrections, get tougher and raise our 
intensity even more. The whole team wrestled 
hard. Guys need to keep making jumps and 
making improvements. We can’t be satisfied 
with winning a match; we need to get on the 
podium.”

Kyler secured two major decisions early 
Wednesday to move into the finals where 
he claimed the individual championship 
when Cesar Grajales of Pennsylvania injury 

defaulted.
Ranked 10th in the latest InterMat rankings, 

Kyler secured a 17-7 major decision against 
John Nicholson of Old Dominion followed by 
a 15-7 major decision over Torsten Gillespie 
of Edinboro to advance to the finals.

Kyler jumped out to a 5-1 in the third 
period when Grajales defaulted at the 5:22 
mark.

“Matt wrestled hard,” Barbee said. “He 
has been working on fundamentals and doing 
the little things right and that certainly added 
up. He paid attention to the details and was 
rewarded.”

Thome, a freshman, moved into the 
semifinals with a hard-fought 8-6 win against 
Zac Stevens of Michigan. 

Thome faced Jayson Ness of Minnesota, 
ranked second in the latest InterMat poll, in 
the semifinals but injury defaulted, ending 
his tournament run. He did not compete in 
his consolation bout and finished sixth in 
the event.

“Jordan is wrestling really well,” Barbee 
said. “Any time you put a freshman out there, 
you never know how he is going to respond. 
Jordan shows up at game time and loves to 
compete. It wasn’t a huge surprise how well 
he wrestled, but he was certainly exciting to 

watch before he was hurt.”
Three other Army wrestlers competed 

during the second day of the 10-mat event. 
Casey Thome was edged in his quarterfinal 

bout at 141 pounds by Germane Lindsey of 
Ohio, 3-2, and then fell in the consolation 
bracket to Zack Kemmerer of Penn., 8-3.

Nicholas Bundy, who wrestled four times 
on Tuesday in the 141-pound division, lost 
his consolation bout to Ivan Lopouchanski 
of UNC Greensboro, 7-4.

Jimmy Rafferty posted a 4-1 mark at 149 
pounds during the first day, but lost to Savva 
Kostis of Appalachian State, 13-4.

From Army Athletic Communications 

Army Director of Athletics Kevin 
Anderson announced Dec. 15 that former 
University of Maryland assistant coach 
Russell Payne has been named the 11th head 
coach of the Black Knights' men's soccer 
program.

Payne comes to West Point after five 
years as an assistant coach at national power 
Maryland where he helped lead his alma mater 
to five-straight appearances in the NCAA 
Tournament, including a pair of national 
championships in 2005 and 2008. 

Maryland totaled 83 victories with Payne 
on the coaching staff, which is the best five-
year mark in school history and ranks the 
third-highest total in the country since 2005.

"Russell's experience and background 
made him the perfect choice to turn our 
program around," Anderson said. "He is a 
proven winner everywhere he has been and 
with everything he has accomplished. 

“My expectation is that he will bring that 
same winning touch to West Point as we strive 
to win a Patriot League Championship. Even 
more so than that, he possesses the aptitude 
to challenge our young men to achieve all 
they can not only on the field, but in all of 
the other aspects that go into making them 
cadets at the Unites States Military Academy," 
he continued.

During his stay in College Park, Payne 
mentored eight National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America All-Americans, 15 
All- Atlantic Coast Conference selections, an 
NSCAA Player of the Year, a pair of Academic 
All-Americans, an NCAA Scholar-Athlete of 
the Year and 12 Major League Soccer draft 
picks. The Terrapins also achieved the highest 
graduation success rate in the ACC.

"It is a tremendous honor to be selected 
the head men's soccer coach at Army,"  
Payne said. "West Point is our nation's top 
institution and the traditions here run as deep 
as they come. Army has the ability to attract 
the highest caliber student athletes and I am 
extremely excited to have the opportunity 
to reestablish the men's soccer program's 

presence on the national 
scene and to develop a 
culture that is reflective 
of the prestige and rich 
tradition represented by 
all who have called West 
Point home. My wife 
and I got a great feeling 
from all the people here 
and we are looking 
forward to becoming 
part of the West Point 
Family."

This past season, 
the Terps advanced to 
the quarterfinals of the 
NCAA Tournament, 
finishing with a 15-6-2 
record. 

In  2008 ,  Payne 
was part of a school-
record setting squad 
that compiled a 23-3 
record on its way to its 
second national championship in four years. 
A 1-0 win over arch-rival North Carolina in 
the College Cup final capped a program-best 
16-match winning streak that also marked 
the team's 15th shutout of the season—also 
a record. 

The team's ACC Tournament championship 
made Payne the first former Maryland player 
to win the title as a coach and a player. Five 
members of the squad were taken in the first 
25 picks of the MLS draft, including two of 
the first six selections.

Maryland played its way to the NCAA 
quarterfinals in 2007 with a 10-6-5 record 
as well as in 2006 with a 16-5-1 mark. Two 
Maryland players were taken among the top-
four picks of the 2006 MLS draft. 

After Toronto FC selected Maurice Edu 
with the top pick, Chris Seitz, who was coming 
off a sophomore campaign that included being 
named the ACC Player of the Year, was taken 
fourth overall by Real Salt Lake.

In Payne's first year on the sidelines in 
2005, Maryland rolled to its first national 
championship since 1968 with a 19-4-2 record 

that included an ACC 
regular-season title 
and a school-record 
66 goals scored during 
the year. 

Herman Trophy 
winner  and  ACC 
Player of the Year 
Jason Garey, who 
finished his career as 
the Terrapins' all-time 
leader in goals and 
points, was the third 
player selected in the 
MLS draft.

Payne, a B-license 
US Soccer Federation 
c o a c h ,  c a m e  t o 
Maryland af ter  a 
decorated professional 
career throughout 
Europe and in the 
United States. 

T h e  h i g h l i g h t 
came in 2002 when he was named the Premier 
League of Ireland Goalkeeper of the Year 
during his second season with Derry City. His 
career also included stays with SV Elversberg 
(Germany), Shamrock Rovers (Ireland) and 
AZ Alkmaar (Netherlands), as well as stints 
in the MLS with Metrostars, the Colorado 
Rapids and DC United.

The Columbia, Md., native has an 
extensive international coaching record to 
his credit. Payne most recently finished his 
second cycle as a U.S. National Team U-20 
assistant coach/goalkeeper coach, traveling 
with the team for tournaments in Northern 
Ireland, Mexico and the United Kingdom. 

Currently a U.S. Soccer Development 
Academy staff member, he serves as a scout 
for the U-17 through U-23 national team 
programs. 

Payne's experience also includes serving 
as the head coach of the Potomac Cougars 
U-18 club team for four years, the D.C. 
United Academy goalkeeping coach and, most 
recently, the Potomac Soccer Club director of 
goalkeeping.

Payne's collegiate experience started 
at George Washington University in 1997-
98 as a volunteer goalkeeper coach under 
Shannon Higgins-Cirovski after a season as 
the graduate assistant goalkeeper coach with 
the Maryland men in 1997.

One of renowned head coach Sasho 
Cirovski's first blue-chip recruits at Maryland, 
Payne started in goal for four years and 
anchored the squad to three-straight NCAA 
Tournament appearances. 

He shined brightest as a senior, leading 
the ACC with an .835 save percentage and 
0.88 goals against average while leading 
Maryland to its first-ever ACC Tournament 
Championship and garnering All-Tournament 
honors. Also a second-team All-ACC pick as 
a sophomore, Payne totaled 22.5 shutouts and 
340 saves during his career in Red and White. 
His 10-save performance opposite Duke on 
Sept. 29, 1996, still stands as a single-game 
record in Terrapin annals.

"I have such mixed emotions at the 
moment.  I am very sad to see him go but I 
am truly delighted that he is embarking on a 
terrific new opportunity to be the head coach 
at Army," said Cirovski. "Russell Payne 
embodies Maryland soccer. He was one of 
my first recruits that took on the challenge of 
helping me build our program. In his senior 
year, as one of the captains, he hoisted our 
first ACC Championship trophy and played 
in three Sweet Sixteens. 

“As a coach, he won two national titles, 
so, needless to say, he will be missed.  
Both personally and on behalf of the entire 
Maryland soccer Family, I want to thank 
Russell for all of his years of service and wish 
him the best at West Point. The soccer players 
at Army are getting a great person and a great 
coach," he continued.

Graduating with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology, Payne was the recipient of 
the Benjamin Banneker Fellowship for Math 
and Science.

Payne and his wife, Vanessa, will reside in 
West Point, N.Y. and are expecting their first 
child in January. He will assume his duties as 
head coach immediately.

Army names Russell Payne men's head soccer coach 

Russell Payne

Firstie Matt Kyler from Clearfield, Pa. attempts a takedown during first round during 
the match vs. Bucknell Nov. 24. The senior co-captain has been ranked as high 
as sixth in the nation this season and looks to qualify for the Division 1 NCAA 
tournament for the fourth consecutive year.                         Jon Malinowski/G&EnE
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Men’s b’ball team starts new decade with new outlook

Jan. 7-17
Sports calendar

 Corps
Friday—Men’s Hockey vs. Sacred Heart, 
7:05 p.m. in Milford, Conn.
Track and Field—Crowell Open, 12 p.m. 
at Gillis Field House

Wrestling vs. Hofstra, 7:30 p.m. at 
Gillis Field House

Saturday—Track and Field—Crowell 
Open, 9 a.m. at Gillis Field House 
Women’s Basketball vs. Colgate, 5 p.m. 
at Christl Arena

Sunday—Wrestling Quad Meet, 2.pm. 
at Christl Arena

Wednesday—Men’s Tennis vs.Stony 
Brook, 7 p.m. at Lichtenberg 

Jan. 15—Men’s Tennis Shirt Shack 
Open, All Day at Lichtenberg  

Story by Eric S. Bartelt
Editor

With the turn of the calendar and the 
promise of a new decade ahead, Army men's 
basketball has high hopes to flourish where it 
hasn't in the previous three decades.

The Black Knights headed into the 2009-
10 season under a new head coach, Zach 
Spiker, who, although lacking head coaching 
experience, brought a great enthusiasm and 
new blood to a team seeking to end years of 
losing and the frustration that comes with it.

The former Cornell University assistant, 
who helped the Big Red to back-to-back Ivy 
League titles in 2008 and 2009, has led Army 
to a 9-4 non-conference start as the team heads 
into its Patriot League schedule Saturday at 
Colgate.

A great start and winning record will 
always help a new coach's cause in getting 
his players attention. However, there's a lot 
that Spiker brings that has gotten the attention 
of his players.

"He's brought a great charisma and energy 
to the team," Firstie guard Marcus Nelson 
said. "He's done a great job of relating to the 
guys and making sure we're playing to our 
personnel. We've done a good job of surprising 
people with a different offense, spreading out 
a little bit more and driving a bit more (to 
the basket) while being able to maintain our 
defensive intensity from last year.

"He's been with a lot of different winning 
programs and has seen a lot of different ways 
to win and coach a game," Nelson added about 
Spiker's time with Cornell, West Virginia and 
Ithaca, "and that's a difference because a lot 
of people aren't ready for that from an Army 
basketball team."

The key to the team's success has been its 
seven firsties because, despite the coaching 
change five weeks before the season started, 
its firsties have kept the group's composure 
while looking at the big picture—winning 
games no matter who is leading them.

"These seven seniors have done everything 
that West Point has asked of them and they 
deserve to get everybody's best effort," Spiker 
said. "I'm certainly learning and they're 
learning, but what I want to get across to them 
is we're doing this together. For the seniors, 
this is their final round and they want to make 
this a special year."

Spiker doesn't believe in ripping everything 
apart from the Crews era, just for change sake, 
and feels the team has some good concepts 
going forward. 

"There have been positive things this 
program has done over time (in recent seasons) 
and we want to continue to do that," Spiker 
explained. "They have a solid foundation and 
I think we're building on it."

Spiker gives high praise to the team's 
ability to work hard and its willingness to 
improve every day. One of the players he 
credits for that motivation is Nelson, who is 
the team's defensive stalwart.

Nelson isn't the team's offensive star, but 
he brings a defensive toughness that earned 
him Patriot League Defensive Player of the 
Year in 2009. Despite his size at 6-foot-0-
inches, the Richmond, Va., native has moved 
into second on Army's all-time shot block list 
(68) while adding 126 steals for his collegiate 
career.

"Marcus (Nelson) is a guy who not only 
leads by example, but also is a vocal leader," 
Spiker said. "He goes to practice and goes 
about his business the same way every day 
and it's a great example for our young guys 
to follow.

"He's got a tremendous will to win and a 
very competitive spirit," he added. "He always 
plays hard. No one ever is going to question 
Marcus' intensity level—never."

Nelson takes the job of being a leader 
seriously, and his intensity and attention to 
detail could be two of the big reasons the 
team finished the year with more victories 
than losses.

"The one thing I never want to happen is 
regretting not putting in every effort to make 
sure I'm there for my teammates on and off 
the court," Nelson said. "Even if we're not 
winning or we started 4-9, I would make sure 
I'm doing the right thing and doing everything 
in my power to be there for them—I want to 
make sure I'm there every possession for the 
team."

Nelson recognizes he's just a small part of 
the team's success, realizing that fellow Firstie 
forward Cleveland Richard and Yearling guard 
Julian Simmons are the go-to guys on the 
offensive side of the court.

"I don't score or shoot the ball as well as 
Julian Simmons, I wish I could, but if I could I 
probably wouldn't play defense," Nelson said 
jokingly to the latter. "But my strength is my 
defense ... I don't feel I should get recognition 
for doing my job. I believe we approach the 
game as a team, a team effort, and our defense 
has been a vital part before I got here and 
it will be after I graduate—with the same 
principles and fundamentals and that is what 
has gotten me the recognition."

One of the proudest moments of Nelson's 
career was when the team recovered from a 
bad start a year ago and found a way to finish 
in the Top 4 in the Patriot League—earning 
a home playoff game, which they won. 
However, this year's start, for him, comes with 
a cautionary tale from his plebe year when the 
team started off strong, a 9-4 start as well, but 
came up short with a losing record.

"We can't rest on our laurels and I would 
say the main focus is to finish out the non-
conference season strong," Nelson said. "The 

Patriot League is a dog fight every game. 
We're going in with a better record, so they're 
going to be gunning for us. It's very different 
for us because we're usually the ones gunning 
for other teams."

Spiker said the key before league play is 
finding a team identity and being confident in 
who the members think they are. He thinks 
they're getting there. He believes a player 
like Firstie point guard Josh Miller, with his 
dedication to get better in all areas of his 
game, is a part of what will lead this team into 
postseason play some day soon as the team 
continues to find players who fit the team's 
system and the academy in the future.

"I think if we just continue to get better 
on a daily basis and focus on the things that 
will make us better, we'll be fine," Spiker 

said. "The thing is we have to find guys who 
want to come and be a part of the West Point 
culture ... I would say the West Point culture 
is unique and the right person will love it and 
we need to find those people, so we can really 
flourish as a team."

More importantly, he hopes that with 
many more victories the community will 
embrace the team as it continues in 2010 and 
beyond.

"Hopefully, as we continue to have 
positive outcomes, people in the area will 
come watch us play and identify with the 
team," Spiker said. "This team is exactly 
what West Point is about—a hard working 
team that doesn't have any real stars, but it's 
a group of guys who want to win and does 
whatever it takes to win."

Firstie guard Marcus Nelson is Army's defensive stalwart as he was named Patriot League Defensive Player of the Year in 
2009. Despite his size, 6-foot-0-inches, he is second all-time at Army in blocked shots with 68 while adding 126 steals, 
which places him in the Top 5 on the Black Knights all-time steals list.                          		          Tommy Gilligan/PV

Swimming & Diving vs. Lehigh 5 p.m., at 
Crandall Pool  
Men’s Gymnastics—West Point Open, 7 
p.m. at Christl Arena

Jan. 16—Men’s Tennis Shirt Shack 
Open, All Day at Lichtenberg 
Rifle vs Kentucky, 9 a.m. at Tronsrue

Swimming & Divining vs. Bucknell, 1 p.m. 
at Crandall Pool

Men’s Gymnastics—West Point Open 
Finals, 7 p.m. at Christl Arena

Jan. 17—Men’s Basketball vs. Lehigh, 
2 p.m. at Christl Arena

                    
Club

Jan. 16—Men’s Team Hanbdall 33rd 
annual West Point Invitational, All Day 
at Arvin




