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SCUBA Club takes a dive into the Florida Keys 

Army and Community Sports

Yearling guard Julian Simmons scored 16 points in Army’s 62-56 loss to Navy 
at Annapolis, Md., Jan. 23.  				                   Eric S. Bartelt/PV

By Brian Gunning
Athletic Communications

Navy used a 36-9 second-half run to 
overcome a 14-point deficit and scored a 
62-56 victory over Army in Patriot League 
men’s basketball at Alumni Hall in Annapolis, 
Md., Jan. 23. The Black Knights led 39-25 
with 16:11 left in the second half, but made 
just two field goals in the next 14 minutes, 
49 seconds.

Navy (9-11, 3-2 PL) has now won two 
in a row in the series for the first time since 
sweeping the 2002-03 games. The Black 
Knights (12-6, 2-3 PL) have yet to win 
consecutive league games and have alternated 
wins and losses in the last seven games. The 
Navy win stopped a streak of six consecutive 
years in which Army had won the first meeting 
and Navy came back to win the annual “Star 
Game.”

Yearling guard Julian Simmons was the 
only Army player in double figures with 16 
points. He hit a pair of three-pointers late in 
the game to close the Army deficit to the final 
six-point margin. 

His first triple of the game stopped a 
0-for-4 start for the Black Knights top scorer. 
Cow forward Jeremy Hence and Firstie center 
Chris Walker each grabbed a team-high five 
rebounds.

Firstie forward Cleveland Richard handed 
out a team-high five assists to become only 
the fifth Army player ever to amass 200 career 
assists (204) and 100 career steals (133).

Navy guard Chris Harris, the Patriot 
League’s leading scorer, scored 30 points, 
including 22 in the second half. Harris was 
limited to only six minutes of work in the first 
half because of foul trouble, but still scored 
eight points, including a 2-for-2 effort from 
deep. He made five of his seven shot attempts 
in the second half, two of them from behind 
the arc. 

Harris also made 10 of 11 shots at the free 
throw line. He scored 15 of his points during 
the Midshipmen’s decisive run.

Jordan Sugars and O.J. Avworo added 
15 and 10 points, respectively. Sugars pulled 
down a game-high nine rebounds.

Free throw shooting was a major factor in 
the outcome with Navy holding a 24-9 edge 
at the line. Twenty of the Midshipmen 43 
points in the second half came from the free 
throw line. Navy shot 34 free throws, while 
the Black Knights took 12 attempts.

Army hit 40.4 percent of its shots for the 
game, but hit only two of its 13 attempts and 
committed nine of their 18 turnovers during 
Navy’s second-half spurt. The Mids connected 
on 41.0 percent from the floor, including 52.6 
percent in the second half.

The Black Knights led 24-19 at the half 
and scored the first six points of the second 
half to extend their advantage to 11 points 
with 18:51 left. Harris ended the Navy 
drought with a three-pointer, but Richard 
responded with one of his two triples. 

Another Harris three-pointer was answered 
by Hence, and Richard’s second triple gave the 
Black Knights their largest lead of the game at 
39-25 with a little more than 16 minutes left. A 
jumper by Sugars started Navy’s surge, which 
was aided by 14 points at the free throw line, 
including its final eight markers.

Army then hit their cold stretch from the 
field. Simmons jumper in the lane ended a 
stretch of eight straight misses and trimmed 
the deficit to 61-50 with 1:11 left. The field 
goal was the Black Knights’ first in a span 
of eight minutes, 47 seconds. Harris then hit 
1-of-2 free throws with 1:09 left to stretch 
the Navy lead back to 12, but Simmons hit 
back-to-back three-pointers, including an 
off-balanced bank shot with 2.5 seconds left 
to set the final margin.

Army came out of the gate firing, hitting 
its first three shots and taking a 6-0 lead. The 
Midshipmen answered with 11 straight points, 
including all of Harris’ first-half markers to 
take a five-point lead with 12:46 left in the 
half. A reverse layup by Firstie guard Tyrell 
Thompson ended a five-minute, 25-second 
Army scoring drought  and pulled the Black 
Knights within three at 11-8 with 12:23 to 
go. 

With the Midshipmen clinging to a 13-12 
lead, Sugars drained a three at the end of the 
shot clock to push the lead to four points with 
9:16 left in the first half. 

Simmons scores 16, but men fall to Navy

The Black Knights held Navy without a 
field goal for the remainder of the half, going 
on a 12-3 run to take a five-point advantage 
into the locker room.

Simmons led the Black Knights with eight 
points in the first 20 minutes. 

The Army defense limited the Midshipmen 
to a 30.0-percent field goal percentage (6-
20).

The loss dropped the Black Knights 
to 1-7 when allowing opponents to 
score 60-or-more points this season. 

Yearling Sean Christman enjoyed a dive in the Key West Reef Jan. 15 during the 
U.S. Military Academy’s SCUBA team’s trip to Florida.  	         courtesy photo

Submitted by USMA SCUBA team

Every year the U.S. Military Academy 
SCUBA team takes a weekend trip to a 
coastal location to scuba dive and conduct 
dive training and bond as a team. 

This year, the team chose Key West, Fla., 
as the trip location because of its popular 
diving and scenic nightlife. 

The decision to take the trip on a three-
day weekend helped give the team an extra 
day to dive, without taking away from school 
or training that would normally have taken 
place. 

The trip was a great learning experience 
with good training and team bonding. The 
team dove the Key West Reef Jan. 15, and 
each team member got at least one dive during  
the day. 

Under water, there was an abundance 
of sea life, such as porcupine fish, cobia, 
stingrays and schools of barracuda. One team 
member even had the opportunity to touch a 
shark. 

Even while enjoying the scene, the team 

was still able to get some training in, such as 
navigation, buoyancy control and other basic 
skills that are much different when out in the 
open ocean. 

Competency is something the team 
stresses both in and out of the water, which 
is why they make sure to focus on skills 
training— even on a trip such as this one. 

Sharpening their diving skills on these trips 
also helps them become more proficient at 
teaching these same skills to their students. 

The SCUBA team teaches  basic 
certification classes to fellow cadets, so it 
is important that they are proficient in those 
skills so that they can pass that knowledge 
down to their students. 

The team visited the Special Forces 
Underwater Operations School in Key West 
Jan. 16. 

This was a great opportunity to see what 
the SCUBA team’s counterparts in the military 
were doing as far as training and checking out 
the equipment they use on a daily basis. 

The team had a great time and bonded and 
trained together in a facilitating location. 




