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Volleyball announces Class of 2014 recruits

By Tracy Nelson
Athletic Communications

Two-time Patriot League Volleyball
Coach of the Year Alma Kovaci announced
the addition of seven players to her roster
July 15.

The Class of 2014 represents seven
different states and will add significant depth
to an already formidable returning corps of
players as the Black Knights look to defend
their Patriot League title in 2010.

“This class is extremely athletic and brings
a lot of high-level experience,” Kovaci said.
“I expect that some will have an immediate
impact and others will add to the incredible
depth we will have this fall.

“We enjoyed a huge amount of success
last year, but none of it matters now,” she
added. “This is a brand new team, and I have
no doubt that this incoming class will change
the team dynamics and really challenge the
rest of the players returning. Practices will be
competitive and high-energy and that’s the
time when a team really molds into a unit.”

Two middle blockers, a pair of outside
hitters, two setters and one right side hitter
join the 2010 Army club this fall.

Megan Wilton (Roseville, Calif.) comes to
West Point as the only player to spend a year
at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory
School in Fort Monmouth, N.J.

At 6-foot, 2 inches, Kovaci says the
Golden State native will add height and power
to the middle.

“Megan (Wilton) will be one of the
hardest hitters on the team,” Kovaci said.

Standings as of
Tuesday’s games

NORTH DIVISION

TEAMS W - L
1. SE/CME 16 - 3
2. MATH 15 - 5
3. CHEM/PANE 14 - 6
4. DPE/EECS 11 -5
5. SOSH/HIST 1M -6
6. IETD 7 -8
7. BS&L/BTD 6 -10
8. DMI 2 -16
SOUTH DIVISION

TEAMS W - L
1. ODIA 13 - 3
2. DPW 10 - 5
3. STEWART MARINES 10 - 7
4. MEDDAC 6 - 7
5. 411 ENG BDE/AFRC 3 - 17
6. USMA BAND 2 -13
7. MPs 1-16

“She is technically sound and a pure middle
who will give us height in that position. She
played basketball at the prep school last
season, which shows her commitment to
West Point.

“Having not played competitive volleyball
in a year, Megan did not miss a beat and is
returning to form in a hurry,” she added.

Joining Wilton in the middle position will
be Megan Forbes (East Petersburg, Pa.), a
S-foot, 11-inch threat out of the Philadelphia
area. A two-time all-league and all-district
honoree, Forbes lettered three years at
Hempfield and captained the team for one
season.

She also garnered all-state status and was
named among Pennsylvania’s Top 40 players.
Forbes played on the club circuit for Synergy
Volleyball Club.

“Megan (Forbes) is very athletic and
jumps well. Along with Megan Wilton, she
runs a slide very well which will give a new
dimension to our offense,” Kovaci said.
“Megan’s ability to move laterally is fantastic.
I believe her blocking and vision will be her
biggest strengths.”

Yearling Ariana Mankus, who made
history in 2009 as the first player to ever
achieve Patriot League Player and Rookie of
the Year honors in the same season, bolsters
the Black Knights from the outside position.
However, Kovaci is confident in the addition
of Margaux Jarka (Rolling Prairie, Ind.) and
D.J. Phee (Allen, Texas) to the outside.

Jarka lettered four years and spent one
season as a captain for New Prairie High
School. She went on to earn all-conference
accolades all four years. A two-sport standout,
she also earned all-league status on the tennis
court.

“Margaux (Jarka) is a very technically
sound player whose ability to pass and attack
is impressive,” Kovaci said. “She hits very
well from both the outside and right side,
which is very rare to see in a player. Her work
ethic and ability to connect with others on the
court will be two of Margaux’s biggest assets
from the start.”

Phee comes to West Point out of the
Texas Advantage volleyball club, which is
widely considered among the nation’s best
club teams.

Under the direction of coach John Sample,
she played for TAV’s top team as both an
outside hitter and libero and gained invaluable
experience in doing so. Phee lettered three
years and served as captain for two seasons at
Allen High School. Phee’s father, John, was a
member of the USMA Class of 1985.

“D.J. has played for a very long time and
her experience and high level of play show,”
Kovaci noted. “She possesses a quick arm
swing and blocks very well on the outside.
Her defense and ability to see the other side
of the court and react is among the best in this
class. However, I think one of D.J.’s greatest
attributes is the fact that she plays the game

Yearling outside hitter Ariana Mankus, who earned Patriot League Player and
Rookie of the Year honors last year, will be joined by highly-talented Plebes

Margaux Jarka and D.J. Phee on the outside this season.

with a chip on her shoulder.”

One of Kovaci’s most difficult challenges
this upcoming season will be replacing
three-time Patriot League Setter of the Year
and four-time all-league honoree Maureen
Bannon. While Firstie Karyn Powell has
been groomed to take over the starting role,
Kovaci will add two more options at setter
with Plebes Lauren Wood (Honolulu, Hawaii)
and Christiana Fairfield (Iowa City, [owa).

Wood represents Kovaci’s first recruit
out of talent-rich Hawaii. She captained the
Punahou School for three seasons, while also
honing her skills for the ASICS Rainbows
Volleyball Club out of Honolulu.

The 5-foot, 7-inch setter played under
Luiz Ramirez on the club level, while also
attending a training with Dominican National
Team Coaches in April. Her father, Robert,
graduated from West Point in 1983.

“Lauren (Wood) gained great experience
playing for such high-level programs in the
past,” Kovaci said. “She has a good touch on
the ball and understands the game very well.
What she lacks in height, she makes up for
with her strategic mind and ability to read
the opponent.”

Joining Wood in Army’s rotation of setters
is Fairfield, who lettered three years at lowa
City West and was a third team all-state,
second team all-conference and first team
all-district selection.

Iowa City West was the runner-up for the
state title in 2009, while winning the region
in 2008 and 2009.

“Christiana is a lefty who is fairly new to
the setter position, having only moved into
that role about two years ago,” Kovaci said.
“Although she is young in the position, I'm
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very much looking forward to working with
her because she has a lot of raw talent and
potential. I can see Christiana enjoying a mid-
season breakthrough and really contributing
from that point.”

Rounding out the Class of 2014, Kerry
Horan (Croton on Hudson, N.Y.) is a local
product out of Westchester County. She
helped lead Croton-Harmon to the Section
I title in 2009, while also earning all-state,
all-section and all-league plaudits along the
way.

“Kerry is a local product who played
for one of the top club teams in the area,”
Kovaci said. “She jumps and blocks well and
is a powerful hitter. It was Kerry’s desire to
improve and succeed that attracted us to her
and we are thrilled that she chose to join our
program.”

Ultimate Frisbee Sign-ups

The 2010 Staff and Faculty
Noontime Ultimate Frisbee sign-ups
are ongoing.

The FMWR Sports Office will
conduct the league as play starts
Aug. 16.

Teams that want to enter, con-
tact Jim McGuinness at 938-3066
or e-mail him at jim.mcguinness@
usma.edu.

Deadline for entries is Aug. 2.

Games will start at 12:15 p.m.
Monday-Friday. All games will be
played at the River Courts or Target
Field.

Teams must supply a list of no

play dates by the Aug. 2 deadline.






