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By Ryan Yanoshak 
Army Athletic Communications

The Army hockey team earned the No. 6 seed in 
the Atlantic Hockey Association playoffs and will 
travel to third-seeded Air Force for a quarterfinal series 
beginning March 12 at Cadet Ice Arena. 

Army concluded the regular season with an 11-16-7 

overall record and a 10-12-6 mark in the conference. 
Army’s 26 points were good for sixth-place and helped 
the team earn a bye in the first round of the playoffs.

The Black Knights, who beat Air Force 4-2 on Jan. 
29 and then tied their service academy rivals the next 
night, finished the season with a 7-5-3 mark at Tate 
Rink this season.

Air Force moved up to the No. 3 seed by finishing 
with a 14-14-6 conference mark and 
passing Mercyhurst. The best-of-three 
quarterfinal series is set to begin at 9:05 
p.m. March 12 with games Saturday 
and if necessary, Sunday. 

The AHA semifinals will be held 
Friday, March 19 at the Blue Cross 
Arena in Rochester, with the finals the 
next night.

RIT is the top-seed in the playoffs 
with a 22-5-1 conference mark, 
followed by Sacred Heart (16-9-3) 
and Air Force. 

Mercyhurst (15-10-3) is fourth with 
Canisius (13-11-4) fifth. The Atlantic 
Hockey Association playoffs will get 
underway this Saturday with Holy 
Cross (10-13-5) hosting AIC (5-19-4) 
and Connecticut (6-19-3) playing at 
Bentley (10-15-3) in a single-game 
first round. 

In  the  qua r t e r f ina l  round , 
Mercyhurst will host Canisius while 
RIT gets the lowest remaining seed 
and Sacred Heart the other winner of 
the play-in round. 

March 5-11
Sports calendar

 Corps
Friday—Women’s Tennis vs. 
Quinnipiac, 3 p.m., Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center.

Friday—Women’s Tennis vs. 
Providence, 6 p.m., Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center.

Saturday—Men’s Tennis vs. 
Monmouth, 9 a.m., Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center.

Saturday—Women’s Tennis 
vs. Marist, Noon, Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center.

S at u r d ay — G y m n a s t i c s 
vs. Springfield and SUNY 
Brockport, 1 p.m., Gross 

Olympic Center.

Sunday—Men’s Tennis vs. 
NJIT, 1 p.m., Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center.

March 11—Softball vs. 
Siena, 3 p.m. and 5 p.m., Army 
Softball Complex.

 	     Club
Saturday—Fencing Team, 
NIWFA Fencing Championship, 
8 a.m., Arvin Gym.

Saturday—Water Polo Team, 
John Hallett Memorial Polo 
Invitational Tournament, 9 
a.m., Intramural Pool, Arvin 
Gym. 

  CLUB RESULTS
• Inline Hockey Club: The U.S. Military Academy Inline 

Hockey Club completed its regular season with an eight-game win 
streak and a 10-game unbeaten streak by defeating Penn State and 
Towson Feb. 27 and Sunday. Towson is the last team to have beaten 
West Point Dec. 5, 6-4. West Point avenged that loss with a 9-5 rout 
of Towson Sunday in Pottstown, Pa. 

That victory, coupled with a Rutgers victory over Hofstra, sets up 
a rematch between West Point and Towson Friday as the two face off 
in pool play of the Eastern Collegiate Roller Hockey Association’s 
Regional Event in Feasterville, Pa.

West Point enters the regional tournament as the No. 5 seed but 
is the conference’s hottest team, with its current 10-game unbeaten 
streak. In the round robin pool play, West Point will face No. 4 Towson 
Friday, No. 1 Buffalo Saturday and No. 8 Stony Brook later that day. 
Winning the pool will give West Point a bye into Sunday  morning’s 
regional semifinal with a shot at the ECRHA championship Sunday. 
Winning the ECHRA title will give West Point an automatic bid to 
the national tournament in April.

• Women’s  Lacrosse Team: The U.S. Military Academy 
Women’s Lacrosse Team defeated Fordham, 15-6 and Hofstra, 14-2, 
Feb. 28, at Hofstra University. 

Gridders hit midway point of spring practice 

Hockey Travels to Air Force for Playoffs

By Bob Beretta 
Army Athletic Communications

Army’s football players were greeted with a challenge 
from head coach Rich Ellerson as they took to the practice 
field inside Foley Athletic Center at the nominal midway 
point of the spring session. 

Deep into the daily grind of spring drills and coming 
off a spirited scrimmage on Saturday, Army’s second-
year field boss ensured his team wouldn’t be flat as it hit 
the field for its ninth practice since spring drills began 
Feb. 17.

“Today was a day we were challenged,” Ellerson said. 
“Traditionally, at a lot of places, they’re gonna have a 
hard time today, they’re not gonna have a good practice. 
Because it’s right smack in the middle of spring football. 
It’s coming out of a big scrimmage that we were all excited 
for and played well in. And now, it’s Monday and we 
have to go back to the grind and all this fundamental and 
drill work. But we’re not every team. We’re something 
else. That was the challenge for the guys today. On a day 
when it’s hard to practice well, practice really well, and 
we did that.

“Now, we’re at the part of spring that we’re going 
to start to explore some things that we want to plus our 
offense, plus our defense, plus our special teams with. We 
were also doing a little introduction today which helps at 
this point in time. It challenges guys mentally as well,” 
he added.

While this spring has brought far fewer positional 
changes than a year ago, Ellerson and his staff continue 
to tinker with the alignment of several individuals in an 
attempt to find the perfect match for each.

“We have three or four guys out there today that moved 
to another position, some guys moved across the ball. 
There’s still a small handful of guys that we think have a 
chance to be in the mix next year, that may not be quite at 
the right position yet. We’re still doing a little bit of that, 
not nearly like we have in the past obviously.” 

Among those players finding themselves in new 
surroundings on Monday were Yearling Waverly 
Washington, who returned to defensive back following 
a shift to wide receiver at the outset of spring; Plebe 

Malcom Brown, shifted from slotback to wide reciever; 
and Yearling Nate Combs, who moved from the whip 
bandit spot to the mike linebacker position.

Ellerson stated that he was pleased with what he 
witnessed during his club’s first intrasquad scrimmage of 
the spring on Saturday. 

It was an opportunity for he and his staff to evaluate 
some of the younger players in the Black Knights’ program 
in a game-like environment for the first time, while also 
observing how those at new positions reacted to game 
speed in their changed environments.

“I was very happy with the scrimmage, with the way 
that we competed and the development of the football 
team,” he offered. “You can’t compare it to where we 
were last year at this point in time because it’s so different. 
An awful lot of guys on offense and defense are so 
comfortable in their jobs. 

“It was great to have Jared Hassin out there. He made 
a little bit of a statement. I thought so did Jaco Bohn. 
Both those fullbacks played well. I saw some encouraging 
things from Frank Allen at guard. I was impressed with 
Max Jenkins at quarterback. He did a nice job. I was also 
impressed with the play of Christopher Swain. Marcus 
Hilton is doing a really nice job at end. He and Carson 
Homme are really playing better at that end position. 
Jarrett Mackey is getting a lot of turns at that rush end 
position with Josh McNary not being available,” Ellerson 
added. “Nate Combs and Chad Littlejohn have looked 
good at bandit whip and it’s nice to have Richard King 
back. He’s doing a nice job at cornerback.”

With six full padded practices remaining this spring 
season, in addition to the annual Black/Gold Game, 
Ellerson said his club will begin to focus on new elements 
of their offensive and defensive systems, while continuing 
to stress the fundamentals of both schemes.

“As I said before spring began, the next time we 
stepped into these shoes it needed to be a lot more natural, 
intuitive and instinctive and it has been. We’ve had some 
productive experiments,” Ellerson said. “We’ve been able 
to explore those things personnel-wise that we wanted to; 
we stayed healthy and we’re making progress.” 

The next things to do is we’re going to keep hammering 
away at those fundamentals, those things that are core to 

Cow whip linebacker Andrew Rodriguez said the team is 
adding something new to the offense and defense this 
spring practice. “Right now, we’re taking what we have and 
building on our fundamentals so we can be successful this 
fall,” Rodriguez said.                                  
					             Eric S. Bartelt/PV
our system, but we’re also gonna explore a few things we’ve been 
drawing in the dirt in the offseason.”

Nighttime Unit Intramural Volleyball sign-ups
D/FMWR is sponsoring the 2010 Nighttime Unit Intramural 

Volleyball League.
Games will be played at Arvin Gym, second floor courts. Game times 

will be 6:30 and 8 p.m. and be played Mondays and Thursdays.
To sign up or for more information, call Jim McGuinness at 938-

3066. 
Deadline for team entries is today.




