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Henshaw, Koenigsfeld power Army to best start since 1986

By Bob Beretta
Athletic Communications

Cow first baseman Joey Henshaw homered and drove in
four runs and Cow pitcher Ben Koenigsfeld fired 5 1/3 innings
of no-hit ball as Army held on to defeat UNC Greensboro 9-6
March 6 at UNCG Baseball Stadium in Greensboro, N.C.

In extending their winning streak to three games, the Black
Knights raced out to a 7-1 lead, survived a five-run seventh
inning by the Spartans and blanked UNC Greensboro over
the final two frames to earn the win.

Army (4-1) jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the top of third
inning against UNC Greensboro starter Warren Slack when
Yearling left fielder Shaun Wixted rapped a leadoff single,
advanced to second on a sacrifice bunt by Yearling right fielder
Cody Murtle and scored on a two-out single by Yearling
second baseman Zach Price.

Henshaw’s solo homer to right field in the fourth moved
the Black Knights ahead 2-0.

Army doubled its lead in the top of the sixth inning on a
bunt single by Cow center fielder David Darnell, a single to left
by Cow shortstop Clint Moore and a run-scoring single up the
middle by Henshaw. Wes McBride relieved Slack with runners
at first and third and one out, and surrendered a sacrifice fly to
Cow third baseman Kevin McKague that stretched the Black
Knights’ lead to 4-0.

Last season’s Patriot League Pitcher of the Year,
Koenigsfeld, carried a no-hitter into the sixth inning and
retired 14 of 15 batters and 11 in a row after stranding a pair
of runners on base in the first.

The right-hander set down the Spartans in order in the
second, third, fourth and fifth innings before Drew Gehringer’s
infield single with one out in the sixth ended Koenigsfeld’s
no-hit bid.

Corey Overholtzer followed with a double down the left
field line that plated Gehringer with UNC Greensboro's first
run of the game.

CLUB RESULTS

e Cycling Team: The West Point Cycling Team
competed in its first races of the season March 6 and
Sunday at Rutgers University in Piscataway, N.J.

The races consisted of three cycling road diciplines
with the first race of the season being an Individual Time
Trial followed closely by a criterium. In the ITT, several
team members had outstanding performances. Specifically,
Firstie Kelsey Hassin placed 10th in Women’s A and Cow
Stacie Burak placed 12th in Women’s A.

Plebe Patrick Doumont placed 10th in Men’s D in
his first collegiate cycling race. The next race was the
criterium, which is a race characterized by short, fast laps
with a multitude of sprints throughout the race.

In the criterium, Yearling Nicholas Garcia placed 6th
in the Men’s B field of 50 riders.

The final race of the weekend occurred Sunday and
was a circuit race, which is an endurance race ranging
from 30-90 minutes.

Doumont placed 10th in the Circuit in the Men’s D
field of 63 riders while Plebe Stephen Rogacki placed 12th.
Yearling Nicholas Garcia added onto his amazing criterium
performance and placed 6th in the Circuit race.

® Men’s Team Handball: The Army Men’s Team
Handball Black squad traveled to Air Force March 5
through Sunday. The squad captured the 23rd Falcon Cup
title by going undefeated and beating Air Force twice.

The team easily handled Air Force’s junior squad 43-16
the first game March 5. The next morning, they held off a
solid Los Angeles THC 28-26 to set up a showdown with
Air Force’s senior team, which Army defeated 35-30.

The victory sent them to the finals Sunday where
they defeated an experienced Denver THC 29-22. The
victory capped the team’s second straight tournament
victory and continued a 10-match win streak. Firstie TJ
Giordano and Cow Rickey Royal were named to the all-
tournament team.

For those interested in viewing more results and
photos, go to the team handball’s Web site at http://
wpteamhandball.wetpaint.com/page/Results.

But Koenigsfeld avoided further damage and departed after
the sixth with his club enjoying a 7-1 cushion.

“Ben Koenigsfeld pitched a heck of a ball game,” Army
head coach Joe Sottolano said. “It was a well-pitched game
early on. The starters matched up well, and Ben did a great
job keeping us in the game. Offensively, we did an excellent
job of being patient and taking advantage of opportunities as
they presented themselves later in the game.”

Army added to its lead in the seventh on a clutch two-out,
run-scoring single by Moore and a two-out fielding error by
Spartan left fielder Chris Barker that allowed two more runs
to score.

But UNC Greensboro (6-3) wouldn’t go away, parlaying
five hits, three walks, a hit batsman and a fielding error into
five runs in the bottom of the seventh inning.

Army responded with two big insurance runs in the top
of the eighth inning as Koeningsfeld drew a leadoff walk and
advanced to third on a single to right field by Wixted.

Murtle’s sacrifice fly to right delivered Koeningsfeld with
Army’s eighth run. A timely two-out single to center by Price
chased home Wixted, increasing the Black Knights’ lead to
9-6.

Army secured its fourth win in five games this season as
Firstie Steve Cummings held UNC Greensboro scoreless in
the bottom of the eighth and McKague fired a perfect ninth
to notch his second save of the season.

Koenigsfeld was masterful in his six sharp innings of
mound work, allowing just one run on two hits. He struck
out eight and walked only one, pushing his seasonal record
to 2-0 with the victory.

Price, Moore, Henshaw and Wixted registered two hits
each to pace Army’s 11-hit attack.

“The mental toughness of the club was outstanding today.
We jumped out to a big lead, UNC Greensboro came back at
us and responded right back,” Sottolano said. “It’s great to
see that kind of toughness and resiliency. We showed a lot of
heart, determination and great character today. We’re looking
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forward to getting back out on field tomorrow so that we can
continue improve as a team.”

At 4-1, Army is off to its best start since 1986. The Black
Knights opened with four wins in their first five games that
season.

Baseball notes: Former Army pitching standout Nick
Hill (Class of 2007) made history March 4 when he became
the first former Black Knight to appear in a major league
spring training game. Hill, invited to major league camp by
the Seattle Mariners, tossed one inning against the San Diego
Padres in Peoria, Ariz. Hill allowed one run on three hits,
while striking out a batter. He threw 25 pitches in the inning,
including 16 for strikes. Hill is expected to begin the season
at Triple-A Tacoma.

Combat Weapons Team Wins Army
Small Arms Pistol Championship

By Yearling Aaron Pool
Combat Weapons Team PAO

The Combat Weapons Team took first place in the
Army Small Arms Pistol Team Championship Feb. 22 in
Fort Benning, Ga.

The competition consisted of several stages, which
tested the team’s stamina, accuracy and focus. Each stage
tested the shooters at ranges from 15-35 yards, and one
stage included a two-mile run.

Pistol Team members Cows Andrew Beck, James
Dallman, Phil Hayward, Matt Ray, Gary Hunt and
Yearling Graham Prieb won 14 medals throughout the
entire competition. The competition lasted for a week and
included rifle, pistol and combined arms competitions.
The Combat Weapons Team performed well in the other
categories and placed third in the overall competition.

Cow Gary Hunt shoots at a 500-meter target while
Cow James Dallman and Yearling Graham Prieb
observe. Army took first place during the Army
Small Arms Pistol Team Championship Feb. 22 in
Fort Benning, Ga.
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