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athletic programs.”
A d e d i c a t e d 

military historian 
w h o  o f t e n 
participated in war 
re-enactments and 
a n  u n w a v e r i n g 
Boston Red Sox 
fan, Uchacz was 
a c c o r d e d  t h e 
“ O u t s t a n d i n g 
Associate Athletic 
Director Award” 
f r o m  t h e  A l l -
American Football 
Foundation in July 
2000.

G e n e  i s  t h e 
father of two grown 
c h i l d r e n :  s o n , 
Travis, and daughter, 
Amanda, and served 
as an impeccable role model, mentor and 
friend to thousands of West Point’s cadet-
athletes over the years. 

Pointer View  Army and Community Sports

Army splits with Bucknell, finishes 16-4 in PL
By Bob Beretta
Athletic Communications

The Army baseball team closed 
out its regular season Patriot League 
schedule Sunday by splitting a 
doubleheader against Bucknell. 

The Bison won the opener 1-0 
behind the two-hit pitching of Dylan 
Seeley before Army rebounded for a 
3-2 victory in the nightcap at steamy 
Doubleday Field. 

While the games did not 
impact Army’s standing as regular 
season champion and No. 1 seed 
in the Patriot League Tournament, 
Bucknell needed one win on Sunday 
to garner the fourth and final berth 
in the conference’s postseason 
tourney. 

The Bison earned a rematch 
with Army in a best-of-three Patriot 
League Tournament semifinal series 
May 15-16 at Doubleday Field 
with their victory in Sunday’s first 
game.

W i t h  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e 
approaching a record 90 degrees, 
Seeley matched up with Army 
Firstie left-hander Matt Fouch in a 
crisply played pitcher’s duel in the 
seven-inning first game with neither 
hurler yielding much offense.

The Black Knights experienced 
what proved to be their only real 
scoring threat against Seeley in the 
first inning after the Bison’s junior 
right-hander retired the first two 
batters he faced. 

Cow shortstop Clint Moore 
reached on an infield single and 
Cow first baseman Kevin McKague 
singled to right, placing runners at 
first and third. 

Cow designated hitter Ben 
Koenigsfeld then ripped a sinking 
liner to the gap in left-center field but 
Bucknell center fielder Bob Donato 
dove head-first and snared the ball 
just before it hit the ground.

Army would never threaten 
again as Seeley (5-3) retired the 

next 17 batters he faced before 
Koenigsfeld reached on a throwing 
error by Bucknell third baseman 
Dave Duffell with two outs in the 
seventh. 

However, Seeley induced Cow 
right fielder Shaun Wixted to ground 
into a game-ending fielder’s choice 
to complete the shutout. 

Fouch (6-2) was nearly as 
dominant, yielding only Doug 
Shribman’s leadoff home run in 
the fourth. That proved to be the 
difference in the game. 

In suffering his only Patriot 
League loss of the season, Fouch 
permitted six hits in seven innings. 
He struck out four and walked 
two, allowing just three Bison base 
runners to reach scoring position.

Army’s senior southpaw posted 
a 4-1 record with a 1.59 earned 

run average in five Patriot League 
starts.

Offense was scarce for both 
teams in the second game as well 
as Army Yearling Logan Lee and 
Bucknell’s Jack Boehm locked up in 
another tightly pitched contest.

Bucknell broke on top with a 
run off Lee in the first when Ben 
Allen singled and was replaced on 
the bases on a fielder’s choice by 
B.J. LaRosa. 

Ben Yoder bunted for a single 
and Andrew Brouse reached on an 
infield single to load the bases. Doug 
Shribman then lofted a sacrifice fly 
to deliver LaRosa with the first run 
of the game.

Army tied the score in the 
second as Cow designated hitter 
Joey Henshaw singled sharply 
off Boehm’s arm and advanced to 

second on the play when Bucknell’s 
sophomore right-hander fired wildly 
to first base. 

McKague was hit by a pitch, 
placing runners at first and second 
with no outs. 

Wixted then lofted a fly ball to 
right field, advancing Henshaw to 
third base. 

The Black Knights then ran a 
successful double-steal as Henshaw 
crossed the plate on the back-end of 
the play with the Black Knights’ first 
run of the day. 

Army took its first lead an inning 
later when Cow center fielder David 
Darnell smacked a leadoff single, 
advanced to second on a sacrifice 
by Yearling second baseman Zach 
Price and scored on a clutch, two-
out single to center by Moore.

Bucknell benefitted from an 

unearned run to knot the score off 
Lee in the sixth. Brouse reached on a 
fielding error to open the stanza and 
Shribman followed with a walk. 

Yea r l ing  p i t che r  Manny 
Fernandez replaced Lee on the 
mound and retired Drew Constable 
on a groundout to shortstop, but 
both base runners moved into 
scoring position on the play. 

That proved key when Brouse 
scored the tying run on a groundout 
to first base by pinch-hitter Matt 
Lamore one batter later.

Army (27-14 overall, 16-4 
Patriot) pushed across the game-
winning run in the seventh as 
Darnell worked a one-out walk and 
advanced to second when Price was 
thrown out attempting to bunt for a 
base hit. 

Darnell then advanced to third 
on a balk by Bucknell reliever Alex 
Cillo and scored seconds later when 
the Bison right-hander uncorked a 
wild pitch.

McKague worked a perfect 
ninth inning to secure the victory, 
extending his single season academy 
saves record to 12 and setting a 
new single season Patriot League 
standard in the process.

Fernandez (3-1) earned the 
win with three innings of shutout 
relief. He allowed three hits, while 
striking out one and walking one. 
Cillo (0-3) suffered the loss out of 
Bucknell’s bullpen, surrendering 
one run on one hit during his one 
inning of work.

The top-seeded Black Knights 
will host Bucknell (21-31 overall, 
8-12 Patriot) in one of two best-of-
three Patriot League Tournament 
semifinal series May 15-16 at 
Doubleday Field. 

Should Army win, the Black 
Knights would host the best-of-three 
Patriot League Championship series 
May 23-24 at Doubleday Field 
against either No. 2 seed Lehigh or 
No. 3 seed Holy Cross. 

Cow center fielder David Darnell smacked a leadoff single and scored in the third inning of game 
two versus Bucknell Sunday. He scored the winning run in the seventh inning when Bucknell’s 
pitcher, Alex Cillo, uncorked a wild pitch.    					          Eric S. Bartelt/PV       

In Memoriam

When Army won its first Patriot League 
lacrosse championship in eight years 
Sunday, a very familiar face was missed 
pacing the sidelines ensuring a safe and 
enjoyable environment for players and 
fans alike. 

The Army Athletic Association and the 
West Point community as a whole suffered 
a great loss last week with the passing of 
Army Assistant Athletic Director Gene 
Uchacz. 

A member of Army’s intercollegiate 
athletic department for 26 years, Gene 
represented the ideals of West Point through 
a career in collegiate athletics that spanned 
five decades.

In his role as an assistant athletic director 
in Army’s Team Operations department, he 
directed all game management and team 
operations for Army’s 25 intercollegiate 
athletic teams. 

He also was responsible for scheduling 
opponents for the majority of Army’s 
intercollegiate athletic programs.

A mainstay at all Army home athletic 

events,  Uchacz was responsible for 
coordinating a host of league, regional 
and national competitions at the academy, 
including NCAA events in lacrosse, rifle, golf  
and gymnastics. 

He brought a tremendous passion to his 
job and loved being around West Point’s 
cadet-athletes.

A 1969 graduate of Tufts University, 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
political science, Uchacz served as the first 
varsity lacrosse coach at Boston College 
from 1970-80.  

He also acted as director of intramurals and 
managed the Flynn Recreation Complex before 
moving on to University of Massachusetts-
Boston in 1980, taking on responsibilities as 
assistant director to the athletic director.  

He opened all the athletic facilities at this 
brand new campus.

In April 2002, Uchacz received the Tufts 
Jumbo Club Award for his contributions to 
athletics as an athlete, coach and collegiate 
athletic administrator, along with “an unceasing 
loyalty to Tufts University, especially to its 

While Gene will be sorely missed, his 
infectious spirit, passion and love for West 
Point will remain with West Point forever.

Army Assistant Athletic Director Gene Uchacz was honored 
with a moment of silence during halftime at the Army-
Bucknell lacrosse game April 30. Uchacz passed away last 
week after serving 26 years in the Army intercollegiate 
athletic department.   			           Eric S. Bartelt/PV       




