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Men’s lax to face two-time defending champs

By Tim Volkmann
Athletic Communications

The Army lacrosse team plays two-time
defending champion Syracuse in the first
round of the NCAA Division I Championships
at 7:30 p.m. Sunday at the Carrier Dome as
the 16-team pairings were announced.

Sunday’s matchup marks the third time the
two New York rivals have met in the NCAA
Tournament.

Army opened the 1984 tournament with
an 8-7 victory over Penn, before falling to the
host Orange, 11-9, in the program’s first and
only appearance in the national semifinals.

Syracuse also defeated Army, 12-3, in the
opening round of the 1996 tournament in a
game hosted by Cornell.

“Our guys are fired up to be part of the
tournament and be one of the final 16 teams
standing,” Army head coach Joe Alberici said.
“We were pretty certain we would get a tough
draw, and Syracuse certainly fits the bill. We
are going to go to work on them this week
and we hope to come out on Sunday playing
our best lacrosse.”

Army is making its 16th overall appearance
in the NCAA Tournament after winning its
ninth Patriot League Championship and first
since the conference went to a tournament
format in 2004.

The Black Knights own a 3-15 mark in
the NCAA Tournament with their last victory
coming in 1993 against Maryland 15-11.

“Syracuse is a tough team. It definitely
helps that they are a familiar opponent and we
know a lot of their strengths and weaknesses,”
Cow attackman Jeremy Boltus said. “But they
are a different team than when we first saw
them, just like we are a different team, too.
It will be a tough task, but it is an amazing
opportunity to be playing in the last game
on Sunday night in the first round of the
tournament against the two-time defending
champs.”

The two teams met Feb. 28 this season.
Trailing 5-2 at halftime, Army scored three
unanswered goals to tie the game with
6:52 left in the third quarter, but Syracuse
answered with four-straight goals of its own
and finished the game on a 7-2 run to take the

Plebe attackman Garrett Thul (#9) has potted 38 goals this season for Army. Heading into the NCAA Tournament game
against Syracuse, if Thul reaches 40 goals with two more Sunday, it will be the 11th time in Black Knights’ lacrosse history

a player has reached that mark.

12-7 victory.

Boltus led the way with two goals and
three assists, while Cow goalkeeper Tom
Palesky finished one save short of his career-
high (21) to keep Army within striking
distance all afternoon.

Army leads the all-time series with
Syracuse by a 38-19 advantage, but only

three of those wins have come since 1980.
The Black Knights’ most recent victory in the
series was an 8-6 upset Feb. 23, 2007, when
the Orange started the season as the preseason
number-one ranked team in the country.

Army is one of only five current Division
I teams that has a winning record against the
11-time national champions.

Martin, Gordon take gold at USASA National

Yearling Joshua Gordon took first
place in the Slopestyle competition at
nationals in the skiers (ages 19 and
over) division. PHoTo By JEssica BasiL

Submitted by the
Catskill Mountain Series

The Catskill Mountain Series National
Team recently returned from the USA
Snowboarding and FreeSki Association’s
National Championships held in late April at
Copper Mountain, Colo. The CMS National
Team consisted of 68 snowboarders and skiers
who competed with 1,524 athletes from 32
regions across the United States.

Yearling Joshua Martin took first place in
the Slopestyle competition at nationals in the
skiers (ages 19 and over) division. Firstie John
Gordon took first place in the Halfpipe in the
skiers (ages 19 and over) division.

Bob Basil, Catskill Mountain Series
Director, said he is happy to have so many
of his athletes qualify for the National
Championships.

“I’m always proud of all our athletes
who compete at the championships and I’'m
extremely pleased with Joshua and John’s
wins,” Basil said.

Gordon has been competing with the

Catskill Mountain Series since 2008, and
Martin started competing with CMS this
season.

“Joshua and John are hard-working,
talented skiers,” Basil said. “These wins
showcase their ability and commitment to
training.”

Catskill Mountain Series Regional
Pro/Am events are

Tommy GiLLigan/PV

The Black Knights, Johns Hopkins (26-
21-1), Virginia (14-12), Maryland (8-6) and
Navy (18-8) are the only teams that have over
a .500 record opposite the Orange.

The winner of Sunday’s game will advance
to take on either seventh-seeded Cornell or
Loyola in the tournament quarterfinals at 2:30
p-m. May 23.

Championships

system for regional and up-and-coming
pros.

For more information on the
Catskill Mountain Series, head to www.
catskillmountainseries.com and www.
jessicabasil.smugmug.com.

For more information on USASA, visit
WWW.Usasa.org.

centered on fun and
skill development in
arelaxed competitive
environment.
The series offers
a true grassroots
competition
experience with safe,
fun and fair events
which allow aspiring
competitors of all
ages to get together
and have some fun.
The Catskill
Mountain Series
offers a true feeder

CoOMPLEX.

ToDAY-SATURDAY — SOFTBALL,
PaTRIOT LEAGUE TOURNAMENT
(DouBLE ELimINATION), TIMES
TBA. ArRmY FACEsS COLGATE
IN OpeniNg Rounp,
P.M., TopAYy, ARMY SOFTBALL

SATURDAY — BASEBALL, PATRIOT

May 13-20
Corps

LEAGUE TOURNAMENT SEMIFINALS
(GAMES 1 AND 2) vs. BUCKNELL,
Noon, DousLepAY FiELD.
4:30 SunpDAY—BaseBaLL, PaTRioT
LEAGUE TOURNAMENT SEMIFINALS
(Game 3, IF NECESSARY) vs.
BucknELL, 1 p.Mm., DoOUBLEDAY
FIELD.






