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Softball earns 4-1 win against Lehigh, but is eliminated by Bucknell

By Mady Salvani
Athletic Communications

Yearling pitcher Shawna Bleyl
scattered five hits and allowed just
one run and Plebe shortstop Alex
Reynolds’ bases-clearing double
snapped a scoreless tie as top seed
and host Army defeated No. 2 seed
Lehigh 4-1 in an elimination game
of the Patriot League Softball
Tournament May 14.

The Black Knights then suffered
the same fate in a 2-1 loss to No. 3
Bucknell in the double elimination
tournament.

The Black Knights tied the
school all-time mark of 33 wins
—first set in 1988—with its defeat
of defending champion Lehigh in
posting its third win of the season
against the Mountain Hawks, who
failed to win a tournament game for
the first time in program history.

Bleyl and Lehigh’s Rebecca
Bliss (10-8) were embroiled in a
pitcher’s duel over the first four
innings in Army’s opening game
of the day.

The Mountain Hawks threatened
in their first at bat with runners at the
corners, but Bleyl nipped it with a

strikeout looking. A fielder’s choice
groundout ended another threat in
the third inning with runners again
in the corners.

Army snapped Bliss’ no hitter in
the third inning then threatened her
shutout in the fourth when Yearling
third baseman Rachael Duval led
off with a double but was stranded
at third as Bliss retired the side in
order.

The Black Knights roughed up
Bliss in the bottom of the fourth
inning, capitalizing on three walks
and four timely hits highlighted by
Reynolds’ three-run double with
one out scoring Yearling pinch hitter
Clara Navarro (walk), Cow second
baseman Jessica Garcia (single) and
Firstie left fielder Jennae Tomlinson
(walk) on her lone hit of the game.

Yearling first baseman Alexis
AuBuchon’s two-out RBI delivered
Reynolds as Army staked Bleyl to
a 4-0 lead.

Bleyl, who had stranded seven
Lehigh runners over the first five
frames, was touched for her lone
run of the game when leadoff hitter
Liz Lucas belted a home run in the
top of the sixth.

The sophomore right-hander

Firstie left fielder Jennae Tomlinson walked and scored on Plebe shortstop Alex Reynolds’ three-
run triple in Army’s 4-1 win over Lehigh at the Patriot League Softball Tournament May 14. Army
opened with a loss to Colgate 3-1 and then were eliminated by Bucknell 2-1.

retired the final six batters she faced
to end the game and moved to 15-4

for the most wins by a pitcher
since Leigh Harrell registered
that number in 2004.

The 15 wins are tied with
Harrell and Shauna Evans
for fourth place on Army’s
single-season wins chart.

Bucknell’s Alex MacLean
threw a one hitter, struck out
five and walked none in
the final elimination game
as the Bison ended Army’s
hopes and kept their own
alive, advancing through the
losers’ bracket to the May 15
championship round where
they faced Colgate.

With Bucknell holding a
2-0 lead, AuBuchon snapped
MacLean’s perfect game in
the top of the fifth with her
one-out team leading 17th
double of the season.

Army denied MacLean

Firstie catcher Erin McClain completed a double play with a throw to
first base against Colgate May 13.
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the shutout when pinch
runner Natalie Gruenbaum,

taking over for AuBuchon, scored
on a fielding error by the first
baseman in what would have been
the final out of the inning.

MacLean retired the final seven
batters she faced, moving to 11-5.

Bucknell opened the scoring in
the third inning when Alyssa Okita
laced a single to the gap in left field
to score Jane Messersmith, who led
off with a double and was sacrificed
to third.

The Bison added what proved
to be the game-deciding run with
Messersmith singling home Elyse
Colmenero, who doubled, in the
bottom of the fourth inning.

Bleyl, taking over from Yearling
starter Beverly Nordin (7-9) in
that inning, allowed just two hits
pitching the final three frames.

Army turned in its best showing
at the tournament since reaching the
championship finals in 2006.

The Black Knights did not
qualify for the tournament in 2009
and suffered back-to-back defeats
in 2008 and 2007.

Yearling pitcher Shawna Bleyl
earned Army’s win versus
Lehigh and the only victory
the Black Knights got at the PL
Tournament. Bleyl finished the
season with 15 wins.





