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Army tennis teams volunteer at Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day

   Staff & Faculty 
Ultimate Frisbee

 Standings as of Tuesday

TEAMS                              W  -  L 
1.  DPE			                 6  -  0
2.  MATH			                4  -  1
3.  DMI			                 3  -  1
4.  EE&CS 			          4  -  2
5.  ENGLISH/PHY.                3  -  2
6.  SYSTEMS ENG.	        2  -  2
7.  DFL/GENE		               2  -  3
8.  PANE			                2  -  3
9.  SOCIAL/HISTORY	        1  -  4
10. BS&L/CHEMISTRY	        1  -  5
11. C/ME			                0  -  5

Army and Community Sports

Story and photos by 
Karen Peck
Depar tment  of  Phys ica l 
Education

Members of the Army men’s and 
women’s tennis teams introduced 
young children to the game of 
tennis Aug. 28 at the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis Center in 
Flushing Meadows, N.Y. The event 
was Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day, which 
signifies the beginning of the U.S. 
Open Tennis Tournament.  

The Aug. 28 event marks the 
15th year of Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day, 
which benefits the National Junior 
Tennis and Learning Network, 
co-founded by Arthur Ashe. The 
mission of this program is to 
instill in children the values of 
humanitarianism, leadership and 
academic excellence.

The Army teams provided 
instruction on court 16, where 
the theme was USPTA “Little 
Tennis.” This program is designed 
to introduce children to tennis using 
modified games that allow them to 

experience success right away.  
With the help of the cadets, the 

children participated in various 
tennis drills, obstacle courses 
and footwork drills. There was 
no shortage of high-fives and 
encouragement from the cadets as 
the children completed all of the 
activity stations. After working their 
way through the maze of activities, 
many children posed with the cadets 
for pictures as their parents watched 
from outside the fence.  

Firstie Jurelle Mendoza, a Long 
Island native, is no stranger to this 
event.  

“Being able to help out at Arthur 
Ashe Kids’ Day and giving back 
to the tennis community was such 
a rewarding experience for me,” 
Mendoza, one of the women’s team 
captains, said. “I remember how 
much fun I had going to this event 
every year as a kid, and it made 
me so happy to be on the other end 
helping the kids enjoy themselves 
while exposing them to the game 
of tennis.”

The Army tennis teams have 

participated in this event for the past 
three years with the aim of reaching 
out to the tennis community and 
perpetuating the legacy of Arthur 
Ashe.  

The Army players feel a special 
bond with Arthur Ashe because 
of the famous tennis player’s 
association with West Point.  

Ashe earned his degree from 
UCLA while simultaneously 
completing the ROTC program 
and winning the NCAA Team 
and Singles Tennis National 
Championships.  

Upon his graduation, he was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant 
and assigned to West Point to act as 
the assistant tennis coach. It was 
during his tenure here in 1968 
that he won the U.S. Open Men’s 
Singles Championships. 

Ashe continued his successful 
tennis career until 1980 and later 
went on to be an active human 
rights supporter and advocate for 
opportunities in education. The 
main stadium at the National Tennis 
Center is named in his honor.

Firstie Annie Hang helps a little girl with a big tennis racket Aug. 
28 at the Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day in Flushing Meadows, N.Y.

Plebe Margaret Iliev gives guidance to three boys during a footwork drill Aug. 28 at the Arthur 
Ashe Kids’ Day.

Sept. 2-10
Corps

Friday—Cross Country (Men and Women), Army 
Open, West Point Golf Course, 4 p.m.

Sports calendar Friday—Women’s Soccer vs. Quinnipiac, Clinton 
Field, 7 p.m.

Sunday—Women’s Soccer vs. Manhattan, 
Clinton Field, 1 p.m.

Sept. 10—Cross Country (Men and Women) vs. 
Cornell (Dual Meet), West Point Golf Course, 
4 p.m. 




