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Beating Navy is without question top priority

By Tommy Gilligan
Assistant Editor

As 2009 comes to a close, the stage
has been set for the 110th annual Army-
Navy Game at Lincoln Financial Field in
Philadelphia at 2:30 p.m. Saturday.

The game will be the only Division
I football game to be played the entire
day, which will surely have graduate,
servicemembers and average football fans
throughout the world tuning in to see some of
the future leaders of the military put it all on-
the-line for three hours on national television
for themselves and, more importantly, service
pride.

“As Ilook at the season and scheduling, it
is appropriate that this game should have its
own place,” head football coach Rich Ellerson
said. “It is unique enough and special enough
to have it (on its own day) and deserves it.

“However, being on its own stage creates
an added distraction to an already eventful
game. We (entire team) all will be very
excited once the game starts,” Ellerson added.
“We have been adding extra distractions
during practice for the preparation for the
game. If we could have a photo shoot on the
side lines today we would.”

Cow running back Patrick Mealy looks to add to his career-high season totals of

625 yards rushing and three touchdowns Saturday.

The extra time since the North Texas game
Nov. 21 allowed the team to get more physical
in practice while also allowing the team to
get away from the daily grind of Division I
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athletics for the Thanksgiving holiday.

With the extra time, the coaching staff has
had to keep the excitement and intensity level
in check. Ellerson said that you want to be

at the pinnacle of excitement, but you don’t
want to jump off.

Ellerson continued by saying the team
has not needed to be motivated and they
understand whose shoes they are standing in
and whom they are representing.

As the firstie class prepares for their last
clash between the their arch rivals, the culture
of the program has taken a giant step in the
right direction because of the dedication of
these 22 firsties.

“They have embraced the vision of Army
football and it has always been there,” Ellerson
said. “They (firsties) have just had enough
success, we have not had great success, but
just enough to set the cement—this obviously
is the right path for Army football to be
heading.

“That senior class will be able to point
to that and say I was there when that change
happened and they had their fingerprints all
over when it changed,” he added.

Even though the team is headed in the
right direction, when Ellerson was asked
what would be more important to him and
his program—beating Navy or advancing to
a bowl game? Ellerson said with wide eyes
and a commanding voice, “Beating Navy,
without question.”

Army off to 6-2 start, best start by new coach in 45 years

By Brian Gunning
Athletic Communications

Army scored the first 14 points and led
by double digits for the remainder of the
game, earning a 61-40 road win at Fairleigh
Dickinson in Hackensack, N.J., Monday. The
Black Knights improved to 6-2 on the season,
while the Knights fell to 1-8.

Army head coach Zach Spiker became the
first Black Knights” mentor to start his Army
career with six wins in eight games since Tates
Locke started 6-1 in 1963-64.

Yearling guard Julian Simmons followed
up his career-high 30-point effort at Buffalo
with a game-high 17 points, including five
three-pointers, in only 19 minutes. Firstie
forward Cleveland Richard was the only other
Army player in double figures with 12 points.
Richard also contributed five rebounds and
five assists.

Cow forward Jeremy Hence pulled down
a game-high six rebounds, while Firstie guard
Josh Miller tallied four points, five rebounds,
eight assists and three steals.

Firstie guard Marcus Nelson also aided
the defensive effort with two steals and two
blocked shots. Cow gaurd Nathan Hedgecock
scored nine points, hitting all three of his

three-point attempts.

The Army defense did not allow an FDU
player to reach double figures. Louis Larizza
and Kamil Svrdlik led the Knights with eight
points each. Nelson, Hence and Plebe forward
Ella Ellis were among the Army defenders
who held FDU’s leading scorer, Sean Baptiste,
to only six points in 38 minutes. Baptiste had
averaged 22.3 points in the previous four
games.

Army shot 51.2 percent for the game,
including a season-high 9 for 18 from three-
point range. Fairleigh Dickinson shot just
29.8 percent overall and 25.0 percent from
behind the arc.

The Black Knights committed 21
turnovers, but turned the Knights over 18
times that led to 21 points.

FDU’s 40 points marked the fewest the
Black Knights have allowed versus a Division
I team since a 53-39 win at Holy Cross Jan.
16, 2008. Army has held its opponents to
less than 60 points in all six of its victories
this season.

Army wraps ups its three-game road trip
at Dartmouth. Tip-off is set for 7 p.m. Army
is 3-0 this season against the Ivy League and
swept a home-and-home series with the Big
Green last season.

Firstie guard Marcus Nelson provided a stout defensive effort with two steals and

two blocked shots in Army’s 61-40 win Monday.
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NORTH DIVISION

TEAMS W - L
1. SYSTEMS 7 - 2
2. MATH I 6 - 3
3. DMI 6 - 4
4. ODIA 4 -5

SOUTH DIVISION

TEAMS W - L
1. HISTORY 4 - 4
2. BS&L 3 -4
3. DLAW 4 - 7
4. BTD 2 -7

As of Tuesday’s results

EAST DIVISION

TEAMS W - L
1. MP’s 7 - 2
2. BAND 6 - 2
3. DPEI 4 - 6
4. GARRISON 1-6

WEST DIVISION

TEAMS W - L
1. DPE Il 6 - 3
2. MATH Il 6 - 4
3. ENGLISH 3 -5
4. GENE/DFL 2 -7

Corps

TobAy — WRESTLING vs. RIDER, 7:30 p.m.
AT GiLuis Fieo Houske.

TopAy —WoMEN'S BASKETBALL VS.
OkLAHOMA, 8:30 p.m. AT CHRISTL
ARENA.

SATURDAY — FooTtBAaLL vs. NAvy AT
PHiLADELPHIA (LiNncoLn FinanciaL FieLbp),
2:30 p.m. (TeLevision: CBS.)

Dec. 10-30

Dec. 19—Men’s BaskeTBALL vs. MounT
S71. VINCENT, 4 P.M. AT CHRISTL ARENA.

Dec. 22— Men’s BasketBaLL vs. New
HAMPSHIRE, 2 P.M. AT CHRISTL ARENA.

Dec. 30—WoMEN'S BASKETBALL Vs.
Ramapro, 5 p.m. AT CHRISTL ARENA.

Club

NOTHING SCHEDULED.






