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BBrr iiggaaddee  AAtthhlleettee  ooff   tthhee  WWeeeekk::   
  

Charles Ridge, G1, helped the Army Rifle team win a 4606-4250 

victory over Coast Guard as the highest air gun competitor on the team.  

In competition, he turned in a season best 570 in the Smallbore rifle 

competition.  He also posted a score of 581 in the air rifle which is 4 

points off of his career high. 

 

Ridge was a member of Armyôs Air Rifle Team at the 2008 NCAA 

Qualifier.  He qualified individually in Smallbore for 2008 NCAA 

Championships.  Charles added to his accolades when he received the 

2008 Collegiate Rifle Coaches Association All-Academic Award 

 

Ridge spent a semester abroad last year as a French major, which kept 

him out of action until second semester.  His natural talent brought him 

right where he left off, consistently having outstanding performances. 

  

 

AAtthhlleett iicc  HHiigghhll iigghhttss  ooff   PPaasstt   WWeeeekk::   

  
Hockey 

 

A season-high crowd of 2,305 fans braved the weather and watched the Army hockey team enter its 28-

day winter break with its fourth straight win. 

 

Andy Starczewski scored two goals and Cody Omilusik and Danny Colvin also netted scores as Army 

swept its second straight opponent, on a snowy Saturday night in an Atlantic Hockey Association 

contest at Tate Rink. 

 

The Black Knights have now swept seriesô with Canisius and Sacred Heart and won five out of its last 

six games to improve to 7-8-2 overall and 6-5-1 in the conference. The win pushed Army above the .500 

mark in the conference for the first time this season. 

 

Army will be idle for 28 days and will return to action January 2 with a non-

conference game against Union. Before the break though, the team extended 

its winning streak to four games, the longest since the 2007-08 squad won 

five in a row on two different occasions. 

 

ñWe have found different ways to win games and I am really proud of the 

guys, especially this last month,ò said Army hockey head coach Brian Riley. 

ñThey found a way to win tonight.ò 

http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=204818955
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1256364
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1594469
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=542159


 

 

Starczewski, a freshman from Whitesboro, N.Y., scored two goals in a game for the second time this 

season and helped Army post back-to-back sweeps. Colvin scored his third goal of the season and 

Omilusik netted a power play goal. Colvin also had an assist, Eric Sefchik registered two assists, Mike 

Hull, Jack Barnes, Kyle Maggard, Bryant Skarda and Marcel Alvarez also collected assists. 

 

Army goalie Jay Clark won his seventh game of the season, making 35 saves. 

ñOur team defense has been solid over this stretch and the key to that has been Clark,ò said Riley. ñIf 

you can limit teams to two goals you are setting yourself up for success.ò 

 

Kyle Maggard registered two assists and Jack Barnes and Danny Colvin had a 

goal and an assist as Army posted a 2-1 victory over Sacred Heart, Friday night 

in an Atlantic Hockey Association matchup in front of 1,370 fans at Tate Rink. 

 

The Black Knights won their third consecutive game and fourth in their past 

five by scoring twice in the third period and benefitting from stellar goaltending 

by Jay Clark.  

 

Clark, the reigning Atlantic Hockey Association Goalie of the Week, made 41 

saves, the fifth time in his career he has posted at least 40 stops. 

 

 

Menôs Basketball 

 

Army scored the first 14 points and led by double digits for the remainder of the game, earning a 61-40 

road win at Fairleigh Dickinson on Monday night. The Black Knights improved to 6-2 on the season, 

while the Knights fell to 1-8. 

 

Army head coach Zach Spiker became the first Black Knightsô mentor to start their Army career with 

six wins in eight games since Tates Locke started 6-1 in 1963-64. 

 

Sophomore G Julian Simmons followed up his career-high 30-point effort at 

Buffalo with a game-high 17 points, including five three-pointers, in only 19 

minutes. Senior F Cleveland Richard was the only other Army player in double 

figures with 12 points. Richard also contributed five rebounds and five assists.  

 

Junior F Jeremy Hence pulled down a game-high six rebounds, while senior G Josh 

Miller  tallied four points, five rebounds, eight assists and three steals. Senior G 

Marcus Nelson also aided the defensive effort with two steals and two blocked 

shots. Junior G Nathan Hedgecock scored nine points, hitting all three of his three-

point attempts. 

 

The Army defense did not allow an FDU player to reach double figures. Louis 

Larizza and Kamil Svrdlik led the Knights with eight points each. Nelson, Hence and freshman F Ella 

Ellis were among the Army defenders that held FDUôs leading scorer, Sean Batpiste to only six points in 

38 minutes. Baptiste had averaged 22.3 points in the previous four games. 

http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=611618
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1594452
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1594452
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1594471
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1594445
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1594436
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1594474
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48075&SPID=4588&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1256342
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=204806494
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1577705
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=621008
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1177550
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=621006
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=621006
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=621007
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1177545
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=204795416
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=204795416


 

 

Army shot 51.2 percent for the game, including a season-high 9 for 18 from three-point range. 

Army wraps ups its three-game road trip on Saturday, Dec. 12 at Dartmouth. Tip-off is set for 7 p.m. 

Army is 3-0 this season against the Ivy League and swept a home-and-home series with the Big Green 

last season. 

 

Rifle 

Team captain Charles Ridge was the high scorer in air rifle with Kelly Buck and John Manzano sharing 

medalist honors in smallbore as Army's rifle team outpointed the Coast Guard Academy 4606-4250 

Sunday afternoon at Tronsrue Marksmanship Center in closing out its fall slate 5-2. 

Competing individually, Ridge's season-high 581 in air rifle was four points off his career mark as the 

Army senior earned medalist honors for the first time this fall. Tommy Carr was 

Army's top shooter on its scoring unit with a 579, where he was joined by Chris 

Arnett (578), Sara Lehman (578) and Buck (576). That foursome's 2311 composite 

equaled the team's second highest mark of the season. 

Buck and Manzano fired identical 577s in topping the field in smallbore with Carr 

(575) and Lehman (566) rounding out the four-man firing unit. Carr's mark bested 

his season high by two points and career mark by a point as the Black Knights' 

posted their third highest score of 2295 this season in that discipline. 

The Black Knights will be idle until Jan. 16 when they host defending Great 

America Rifle Conference champion Kentucky. Army is 3-2 in GARC competition with wins over 

North Carolina State, Mississippi and Memphis while suffering losses to Nebraska and West Virginia. 

 

Fencing Team  

New York NY  

 

The West Point Womenôs and Menôs Fencing Teams travelled to Hunter College in NYC to fence in 

their separate conference matches on Friday evening 04DEC09  the last for this term. The Women 

dropped a close match to Hunter by a score of 13-14, while the Men defeated the host 17-10. This racks 

up another win for the Men in the MAC Conference where they currently have a record of 5-3 for the 

season. The Womenôs Epee Team led by CDT Sade Williams (3-0) went 8-1 for the evening with CDTs 

Toni Oestmann (3-0), Yeeun Youn (1-1) and Jessica Howell (1-0) rounding out the team. T 

 

http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48091&SPID=4592&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=620547
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48091&SPID=4592&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1598214
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48091&SPID=4592&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1285488
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48091&SPID=4592&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1598240
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48091&SPID=4592&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1598207
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48091&SPID=4592&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1598207
http://www.goarmysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=48091&SPID=4592&DB_OEM_ID=11100&ATCLID=1598243


 

 
 

he Menôs Sabre Team went undefeated at 9-0, led by CDT Matt Rosenfelder (2-0), followed by 

teammates CDTs Aaron Allen (2-0), Daniel Koszalka (2-0), David Taiclet (1-0), Landon OBan (1-0) 

and Robert Gillis (1-0). Leading the way for Menôs Epee was CDT Alex Pagoulatos who was 

undefeated at 2-0, backed up by teammates CDTs Joe King (1-1) and Peter Kerkhof (1-1). Menôs Foil 

came in even with Epee, led by CDT Alex Pytlar (2-0), with CDTs Jon Neidig and Jeff Nielsen each 

finishing up 1-1. The Cadets rounded out the evening with dinner in New York City, to top off the end 

of competition until January. 

 

 

Menôs Volleyball 

Annapolis, MD 

 

On Friday, Dec. 4th the Men's Volleyball team drove down to Annapolis to play Navy in a best of 5 

game match.  Army came out strong the first game, but Navy pushed back at the end, winning 28-26.  

Army dominated the second match, winning 25-20.  After a rough loss in the third game, 20-25, Army 

had to win the fourth game to force a 5th and deciding game.  The game went back and forth 

continuously but Army remained collected and focused throughout and won 28-26.  The fifth game 

belonged to Army early, but Navy had a solid run at the end of the game. Facing multiple match- point 

scenarios Army fought hard and won.   

 

Despite the hostile crowd, and the fact that we have not beat Navy in 4 years, we were able to focus our 

intensity on the game and come out on top.  This was not the best we have ever played, but it was the 

best mental game I've seen on the court in a long time.  This was the best way to end the fall pre-season 

and gave us a great springboard to the spring.   

 

Plebe Setter Rick Herrero (C2) and Yearling Outside Hitter Nick Stark- King (E2) set the game tone 

with solid play and Middle Blockers Sal Minopoli (E1) and Greg Hacholski (A3)were unstoppable in 

the middle.  Defining win for this team. 

 

 

Cycling Team  

Warwick RI 

 

  Freezing rain, blizzard like winds, snow, ice and mud did not stop the West Point Cycling team from 

competing this weekend in the NBX Grand Prix of Cyclocross in Warwick, Road Island. For the last 



 

race of the season, the team brought a small group of dedicated riders consisting of Firsties Jeremy May 

(C1) and Joseph Grimm (C4), Yearling Kevin Rutherford (A3), and Plebes Max Smith (F2), and 

Stephen Rogacki (F1), that not only persevered but excelled in the harsh conditions. Despite early race 

crashes and unfortunate starting positions, each rider represented the team extremely well. For example, 

in the Mens Cat 3 Race, Firstie Jeremy May, while having a completely broken shifter, still decided to 

toe the line and finish his last cross race as a cadet. In addition, despite being in a massive early race 

crash which forced him into last place, Firstie Joseph Grimm still raced to a solid finish and solidified 

his position in the Eastern Colligate Cycling Conference for the Cyclocross season. Perhaps most 

notably, Plebe Stephen Rogacki, in the Mens Cat 4 Race stepped up huge. On both days of competition, 

Rogacki put in solid performances which showcased his future potential for the team. Finally, this marks 

the end of the outstanding cyclocross season. The team looks forward to road season which starts in 

March. 

 
Sport Parachute Team 

Nashua NH 

 

24 Cadets from the Parachute Team competed in an indoor wind tunnel competition at Skyventure in 

Nashua, NH (www.skyventurenh.com). The Yearlings took over the rookie class beating out 9 other 

teams to win first. In the intermediate class, the Firsties took 2nd and the Cows took 3rd. This 

competition helped the team get prepared for U.S. Collegiate Nationals which begins in late December 

at Skydive Spaceland in Rosharon, TX (www.skydivespaceland.com). 

 

Menôs Team Handball 

 

West Point hosted the 2nd leg of the Northeast Handball League (NEL) on Saturday 5 December. There 

was a good turnout for the West Point matches as the senior squad (Black) pushed the two-time 

defending national champs, NYC, to the wire before losing 26-23. We had a 2 goal lead with 8 minutes 

to play, but the champs' expeience won out in the end. We did defeat a team that had gotten the better of 

us twice already this year however, when we defeated New York Athletic Club, 24-20. In our final 

match of the game, we fell to the New England Freeze 25-18. There were six total matches played and 

lots of support from the local community and families. 

 

 

 

http://www.skyventurenh.com/
http://www.skydivespaceland.com/

