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BBrr iiggaaddee  AAtthhlleettee  ooff   tthhee  WWeeeekk::   

  
Matthew Kyler, F-3,  secured two major decisions early Wednesday to move into the finals where he 

claimed the individual championship at the Southern Scuffle held at the Greensboro Coliseum Special 

Events Center.  

 

Ranked 10th in the latest InterMat rankings, Kyler secured a 17-7 major decision against John Nicholson 

of Old Dominion followed by a 15-7 major decision over Torsten Gillespie of Edinboro to advance to 

the finals. 

 

Kyler jumped out to a 5-1 in the third period when Grajales defaulted 

at the 5:22 mark. 

 

ñMatt wrestled hard,ò said Barbee. ñHe has been working on 

fundamentals and doing the little things right and that certainly added 

up. He paid attention to the details and was rewarded.ò  

  

 

 

 

 

AAtthhlleett iicc  HHiigghhll iigghhttss  ooff   PPaasstt   WWeeeekk::   

  
Menôs Basketball 

 

Army outscored Brown 26-12 over the final 14 minutes to turn a six-point deficit into a 59-51 victory in 

menôs basketball action at Christl Arena on Wednesday night. The win snapped the Black Knightsô (10-

4) two-game losing streak and improved their home winning streak to eight games, including all seven 

home appearances this season. 

 

Army used a 13-0- run to turn a five-point lead into an 18-point advantage en route to a 54-46 victory 

over New Hampshire (4-5) on Tuesday afternoon at Christl Arena. The Black Knights (9-2) have won 

four straight games overall and seven in a row at West Point. 

 

Armyôs nine wins in its first 11 games marks the programôs best start since the 2006-07 squad also 

started 9-2.  

 

Senior G Josh Miller led three Black Knights in double figures with 13 

points and a team-high seven rebounds. Senior F Cleveland Richard 

added 11 points, while junior F Jeremy Hence tied his career high with 

11 points as well. Hence hit all five of his shot attempts. The Army 
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defense kept its third straight Division I opponent to less than 50 points. UNH shot just 31.1 percent (14-

45) for the game, but made eight three-pointers (8-25). Army ended its six-game run of shooting at least 

40 percent from the floor, making 39.2 percent (20-51) from the floor. Army was 1 for 10 from three-

point range in the first half, but connected on 5 of 6 in the second half to help key the decisive run.  

 

The Black Knights have now had two winning streaks of at least four games this season. It is the first 

time Army has had two runs of that length in the same season since the Mike Krzyzewski-led Cadets 

accomplished the feat in 1978-79. 

 

 

Senior F Cleveland Richard led all players with 17 points, including 10 in the second half in a win 

against Saint Vincent. Sophomore G Julian Simmons was also in double figures with 11 points, 

including a team-high two three-pointers. Senior G Josh Miller led the Black Knights with eight 

rebounds, five assists and four steals. Senior G Marcus Nelson blocked three shots, including two on a 

key defensive stand during the decisive run, to move into second place on Armyôs all-time list with 65 

career rejections.  

Army shot 45.7 percent for the game and limited Mount Saint 

Vincent to a 33.9 percent shooting average. The Black Knights held a 

16-rebound edge (41-25) and were able to use their superior size to 

outscore the Dolphins 28-10 in the paint. Army turned the ball over 

20 times in the game. 

 

The Black Knights have now won 11 straight games when limiting 

their opponents to less than 60 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Womenôs Basketball 

 

Junior Erin Anthony scored 26 and 28 points against strong southern opponents Georgia Tech and Troy 

respectively. 

Junior G Nalini Hawkins led all players with 16 points, junior G/F Laura Baranek added 15 points and 

Army never trailed on its way to a 58-42 victory over visiting Ramapo in non-conference women's 

basketball action on Wednesday evening at Christl Arena. The win snapped a three-game losing streak 

and marked the final contest of 2009 for the Black Knights.  

 

Army used a telling 17-5 run midway through the second half, turning a 39-34 advantage with 12 

minutes to go into a lopsided victory in the program's first-ever meeting with the Roadrunners.  

 

Playing without the assistance of leading scorer Erin Anthony in the post for the first time in two years, 

Army reaped the offensive efforts of its backcourt on Wednesday. 

Hawkins added a season-high five assists to go with five boards and 
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three steals in a solid all-around effort. Baranek shot 6-of-12 from the field.  

 

Both teams collected 33 rebounds, but Army was able to win a 37 percent (19-of-52) to 33 percent (13-

of-39) battle in the field goal percentage column. The Black Knights also made six three-point goals to 

Ramapo's 0-for-4 effort from long range.  

 

Earning her first career start, junior F Laura Burdick totaled eight points to match freshman G Molly 

Yardley's eight tallies. Junior G Jessie Coiffard scored four of her seven points from the free throw line. 

"There's no question that without (Erin) Anthony, we're a different team. I thought (Nalini) Hawkins 

was terrific tonight. Laura (Burdick) has been giving us some solid minutes over the last couple of 

games. I've been really pleased with her development this season in particular." 

 

 

 

Wrestling 

 

Senior Matt Kyler won the individual championships at 149 pounds and an injured Jordan Thome 

finished sixth at 133 pounds as the Army wrestling team wrapped up competition at the Southern Scuffle 

held at the Greensboro Coliseum Special Events Center. 

 

Thome, a freshman, moved into the semifinals with a hard-fought 8-6 win against Zac 

Stevens of Michigan. Thome faced Jayson Ness of Minnesota, ranked second in the 

latest InterMat poll, in the semifinals but injury defaulted, ending his tournament run. 

Thome, who did not compete in his consolation bout, finished sixth in the event.  

 

ñJordan is wrestling really well,ò said Barbee. ñAny time you put a freshman out 

there, you never know how he is going to respond. Jordan shows up at game time and 

loves to compete. It wasnôt a huge surprise how well he wrestled but he was certainly 

exciting to watch before he was hurt.ò 

 

 

 

Swimming and Diving 

The Army swimming & diving team competed at the sixth-annual Copa Coqui Invitational, Sunday. 

Spending the week at nearby Fort Buchanan, the Black Knights were wrapping up their annual training 

trip that the team has made dating back to the 1960s. 

The men's squad finished second while the women finished third in a field of teams that included Notre 

Dame, and Michigan, as well as teams from Canada and Puerto Rico. All the races were measured in 

long course meters. 

"I thought we had a great week of training and a solid meet on Sunday," said head coach Mickey 

Wender. "I felt our plebes did an especially good job. Everyone has been working really hard and we're 

looking forward to the second half of our season getting undereay." 
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Senior James McLaughlin logged Army's top finish of the meet, touching the wall first in the 100 

breaststroke with a time of 1:09.01.  He was named the Patriot League Male Swimmer of the Week, 

Tuesday, after a solid performance at the Copa Coqui Invitational, Sunday, in San Juan, P.R. He also 

finished seventh in the 200 individual medley with a 2:24.01 

clocking, while joining freshmen Ayman Andrews, Alex Ford and 

Brandon Faust to finish fifth in the 200 medley relay (1:52.34). 

Faust's day also included a runner-up effort in the 50 free (25.00), 

while Andrews finished fourth in the 100 fly (59.53), eighth in the 

100 back (1:06.25) and ninth in the 200 IM (2:26.89). Ford's top 

individual finish was a third-place showing in the 100 butterfly 

(59.33) 

Other highlights included a sixth-place showing by sophomore Tom 

Domanski in the 50 free (25.40), which was only .05 ahead of junior 

Brendan Murphy who took seventh (25.45). Sophomore Dan 

Borchik added a sixth-place swim in the 200 IM (2:23.90). 

For the women, sophomore Christine Esachina swam the day's fastest time in the 100 breast, registering 

a 1:19.16 clocking to out-distance the field.  

Freshman Juliana Lynch was sixth in the 100 back (1:14.29) and 10th in the 50 free (29.70), while 

freshman Becky Malone's day included a seventh-place outcome in the 100 breast (1:29.44) and a 10th-

place swim in the 200 IM (2:44.34).  

Senior Amy Tang logged an eighth-place finish in the 100 fly (1:08.75).  

The Black Knights will be back in action next weekend, hosting Patriot League foes Lehigh on Friday 

(Jan. 15) at 5:00 p.m. and Bucknell on Saturday (Jan. 16) at 1:00 p.m. Fans will have the opportunity to 

tune in to the Bucknell meet via the Knight Vision broadcast live from Crandall Pool. 

 

 

Tae Kwon Do 

On Sunday, January 3
rd

, two members of the West Point Tae Kwon Do team were selected to the 

Eastern Collegiate Tae Kwon Do Conference All-Star Team. Each year an eight member team is 

selected from the league to travel across the country to meet and train with world renowned coaches and 

athletes. Cadets Vito Angrisano, 2011 Company D4, and Cadet Jason Stiles, 2012 Company G2, were 

selected based on their outstanding athletic abilities, leadership on the West Point team and for their 

contributions to the league by helping referee at league tournaments. Cadets Angrisano and Stiles will 

travel to Los Angeles, CA on January 14
th
 for five days of intense Tae Kwon Do training with Coach 

Scott Fujii. Their selection to the team is particularly notable since no West Pointers have been selected 

since 2006!  
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Cadets Vito Angrisano (second from the left) and Jason Stiles (far right) are pictured here with West 

Point Coach Grand Master Jiho Choi and former team captain Thomas Beirne (ô09) with their gold 

medals from the 2008 MIT tournament.  

 

 
  

  
Judo Team  

 

 
 

West Point Judo took the Gold and Silver vs. Navy and Drexel University at Philly.  Using a team 

competition format, 3 West Point Judo teams composed of 5 male and 2 female athletes faced two teams 

from Navy and two from Drexel University on the first judo event to celebrate the Army/Navy weekend 

in Philadelphia. West Point Judo Team 1 composed of cadets Katherine Donohoe, Larisa Tudor, Kohei 


