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BBrr iiggaaddee  AAtthhlleettee  ooff   tthhee  WWeeeekk::   

  

Lindsey Adao, A-1, was named the Patriot League Female Diver of the Week for 

the fifth time this year, after a strong weekend of performances in a dual meet at 

Georgetown Friday night, and a tri-meet at George Mason with American and Old 

Dominion on Saturday.  In Friday's dual with the Hoyas, Adao established a 

McCarthy Pool record in winning the 1-meter dive with a 276.45 score. She 

followed that with winning tally on 3-meter, totaling a 270.15 score.  Saturday saw 

the New City, N.Y. native finish runner-up in the 1-meter competition (262.65) and 

third on 3-meter (249.05). 

The 2009 Patriot League Female Diver of the Year and defending conference 

champion on both boards, Adao has won the weekly award 15 times during her 

illustrious career, including five times this season. 

 

 

AAtthhlleett iicc  HHiigghhll iigghhttss  ooff   PPaasstt  WWeeeekk::   
  

 

Wrestling 

Army senior Matt Kyler was named the Most Outstanding Wrestler after winning the 149-pound 

championship as the Black Knights finished second at the 41
st
-annual New York State Championships, 

hosted by Cornell. 

The host Big Red was named team champion, compiling 194 points, followed by Army (158), Buffalo 

(149.5), Binghamton (143.5) and Ithaca (106) to round out the top five squads in the 18-team field. 

 

Kyler joined junior Casey Thome (141) in winning individual titles 

as all 10 Black Knight competitors placed in their respective weight 

classes. Senior Lance Penhale finished second at 125, while 

sophomore Travis Coffey (133), junior Rudy Chelednik (157), 

senior Ryan Mergen (174) and senior Richard Starks (197) each 

finished third.  Freshman Dan Young (157) and freshman Collin 

Wittmeyer (184) wrestled to fifth-place finishes, while freshman Pat 

Marchetti (165) ended up in seventh place in Sunday's action. 

 

It was the second-straight year that Kyler landed Most Outstanding 

Wrestler honors as he won his fourth-consecutive individual title at 
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the meet. Undefeated in four appearances at the championship, Kyler compiled a 16-0 record, winning a 

pair of 141-pound titles as a freshman and a sophomore, before bumping up to 149 for the last two 

years. He is only the second wrestler to ever win four-straight titles, matching the feat accomplished by 

Army's Phillip Simpson from 2003-06. Kyler also improved his season record to 27-2. 

  

Thome (19-6) earned his second-consecutive title at 149 pounds after finishing fourth in the 141 pound 

division in his first appearance as a freshman. Mergen's runner-up effort was his third in three 

appearances at the meet.  

 

Army will return to dual meet action next Saturday with a pair of road matchups at Brown (12:00 p.m.) 

and at Harvard (5:00 p.m.). 

 

 

Womenôs Basketball 

 

Junior F Erin Anthony notched her ninth double-double of the season (22 points, 

11 rebounds) to lead the Army women's basketball team in a dominating 54-38 

win over visiting Lafayette on Wednesday night at Christl Arena. The victory 

moved Army (9-11, 3-3 PL) into a tie with rival Navy for third place in the 

Patriot League standings with identical 3-3 marks.  

 

Lafayette (4-16, 2-4 PL) scored the first three points of the game, but the Black 

Knights retaliated with a crushing 23-0 run to put the lop-sided contest away in 

the early going. 

 

Anthony shot 9-of-13 from the field and 4-of-6 from the free throw line for her 

22 points. She also added two steals in 38 minutes on the floor. Juniors G Nalini Hawkins and G Jessie 

Coiffard, along with freshman G Molly Yardley, added seven points apiece. Junior G/F Laura Baranek 

finished with six points to go with her eight rebounds, while matching Hawkins for a game-high three 

assists. 

 

 

 

Womenôs Volleyball 

During a year in which it experienced unprecedented success, including a 2009 

Patriot League title and NCAA Tournament berth, the Army volleyball team 

performed equally as well in the classroom last fall as five players earned Patriot 

League Academic Honor Roll status on Wednesday afternoon.  

Members of the winningest class in Army volleyball history, senior OH/MB Rachel 

Dunn and senior S Malissa Gallini both repeated on the honor roll. Joining them as 

underclassmen, junior MB Amanda Rowell, sophomore RS Ali Giraud and 

freshman OH Ariana Mankus all represented first-time honorees. 
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Hockey 

 

Jay Clark recorded his first career shutout and five different players scored goals as the Army hockey 

team rolled to a 5-0 victory over Connecticut, Friday night in an Atlantic hockey Association matchup at 

Tate Rink. 

 

A season-best 2,529 fans were on hand to witness Clark turn away 31 shots and help Army improve to 

8-11-4overall and 7-7-3 in conference games. 

 

Danny Colvin, Mike Hull, Chris Spracklen, Eric Sefchik and Kyle Maggard all posted goals for the 

Black Knights who scored five goals for the third time this season. Maggard, Hull, Colvin, Jay Clark, 

Drew Pierson, Marcel Alvarez, Owen Meyer and Cody Omilusik all collected assists. 

 

Playing in his 49th career game but against Connecticut for the first time, Clark 

picked up his first shutout with a series of athletic and acrobatic saves to help 

Army wins its first game in January and halt a five-game winless streak. 

 

Fridayôs contest was the first time Army shutout an opponent since a 4-0 win 

against AIC on March 7, 2008. 

 

ñClark was the MVP out there,ò said Army coach Brian Riley. ñA good offense 

starts with good defense and Clark made some great saves.ò 

 

Armyôs Jay Clark has been named the Atlantic Hockey Association Goalie of 

the Week, the league announced on Monday. 

 

 

Swimming and Diving 

Army sophomore Brody Blickle won four events, including a pool-record setting performance, while 

senior diver Lindsey Adao and sophomore Paige Brink were each double-winners to lead the Black 

Knights to a dual-meet split at Georgetown, Friday night. 

The Army men (8-2) picked up a 153-133 victory 

Blickle broke the McCarthy Pool record in the 100 fly with a 50.82 performance. His night also included 

two other individual wins in the 100 individual medley (53.40) and the 

50 butterfly (23.34). Blickle also teamed with senior James McLaughlin, 

junior Brendan Murphy and sophomore Chuck Ciliske to win the 200 

medley relay with a 1:36.77 clocking. 

McLaughlin was also the night's fastest performer in the 50 breast 

(26.99), while Murphy finished first in the 50 free (22.29) and Zhou won 

the 100 backstroke (53.87). Sophomore Cody Reeb was untouched in the 

distance events, sweeping the 1,000 (9:43.23) and the 500 (4:47.97) for the third meet in a row. 
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Other individual winners for the Army men included senior Chuck Ciliske in the 100 free (48.96) and 

freshman Bill McCarty in the 200 free (1:45.24). Junior Chris Rojewski took first in the 3-meter dive 

(270.98) while freshman Chris Nguyen was tops on 1-meter (290.48) with a career-best score. 

On the women's side, Adao swept the diving events, setting a pool record on 1-meter (276.45) while also 

taking first on 3-meter (270.15). 

Brink swam the evening's fastest time in the 200 free (1:56.12) while also touching the wall first in the 

100 free (54.62). Freshman Alyssa Tran was Army's other event winner, taking first in the 100 

individual medley (1:01.69.). 

The Black Knights will be back at it on Saturday, competing in a quad meet at George Mason with 

American and Old Dominion slated to start at 12:00 p.m. 

Army sophomore swimmer Brody Blickle was named the Army Athletic Association Athlete of the 

Week, Monday, after a strong weekend of swims for the Black Knights.  Army senior Lindsey Adao was 

named the Patriot League Female Diver of the Week. 

 

Menôs Tennis 

The Army men's tennis team officially opened the 2010 campaign at the 

Lichtenberg Tennis Center on Saturday and Sunday, as the Black Knights hosted 

Binghamton, Marist, and Monmouth for the Army Invitational. 

In the non team-scoring event, freshman Gary Kushnirovich went undefeated on 

the weekend, earning a pair of wins in both singles and doubles play. Against 

Marist, the Brooklyn native paired with classmate Rashad Shelton for a 9-8 (7-1) 

win at No. 1 doubles, and posted a 7-6 (7-2), 4-6, 10-3 effort in his win at No. 1 

singles. Sophomore Donald Van Velzer, who also picked up a doubles win against 

Binghamton, earned Army's second singles win against the Red Foxes. He 

finished the weekend at a combined 3-1. 

Seniors Chris Albornoz and John Lucero, who were unbeaten in their second doubles matches against 

Marist and Binghamton (8-6 and 8-2), also each earned a win in solo action against Monmouth, where 

the Black Knights won five of the six singles matchups. Army also won two of the three doubles parings 

against the Hawks. 

Alex Holland earned his lone singles victory (1-0) of the weekend against Binghamton in straight sets, 

6-2, 6-4, with the duos of Kushnirovich/Shelton, Albornoz/Lucero, and Holland/Van Velzer sweeping 

the doubles matches for Army. 

Army will begin the dual match portion of the season by hosting Fairfield, Dartmouth, and Binghamton 

at the Lichtenberg Tennis Center on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, respectively. 
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Inline Hockey Club  

Trevose PA 

 

Inline Hockey traveled to Philadelphia this past weekend to open its second half of the season. West 

Point started the second half on the right foot by finishing the weekend undeafeated. It was the first time 

the West Point Inline Hockey completed undefeated weekend of play. The weekend began with 2 ties as 

West Point tied Suffolk 6-6 and University of Rhode Island 5-5. West Point then won the next 2 games 

against Stony Brook, 5-4, and a hard fought win over Suffolk, 9-8. Both wins were the first time West 

Point had defeated those respective opponents. With the 2 wins and 2 ties, West Point finds itself in 4th 

place in the ECRHA (www.ecrha.net) standings, 1 point ahead of Rutgers, with a record of 6 wins, 4 

losses, and 5 ties. The 5 ties must be some sort of league record. The team's goal of finishing the regular 

season in the top 3 of the conference is taking shape. West Point Inline Hockey returns to action this 

coming weekend in Pittsburgh, PA where we will face-off with Hofstra University, University of Texas 

at Dallas, University of Michigan (Ann Arbor), and University of Connecticut. West Point defeated 

Hofstra, 6-4, back on Halloween night, and has beaten and tied UConn already this year. The game 

against UT-Dallas will be a first between the two schools. West Point and Michigan have met only once; 

West Point knocked Michigan out of the national tournament last season. 

 

 

Fencing Team  

 

On Thursday 21 JAN 10, Epee Team Cadet Fencers Peter Kerkhof and Alex Pagoulatos took part in 

external training at the NY Fencers Club in NYC. Fencing athletes from NYU, Columbia, Fordham and 

Cornell, amongst many others, both Cadets were able to train with other athletes on a higher level in 

addition to receiving feedback from club coaches. 

 

On Saturday 23 JAN 10, both the Men's and Women's Fencing Teams of West Point competed in their 

annual Invitational. For the Men, it was another round of matches in the MAC for qualification to the 

championships, and for the Women it was an opportunity to fence against some of the top teams in the 

country. The Women competed against City College of NY, Stevens Institute of Technology, New 

Jersey Institute of Technology, and Clemson. They were defeated by CCNY (11-13), #1 ranked NCAA 

Div III Stevens (5-19), while racking up wins against NJIT (14-10) and Clemson (16-8). Weapons 

Leader for the day for the women was Epee, led By CDT Sade Williams with an overall record of 8-4 

against her opponents. Her other teammates, CDTs Toni Oestmann and Yeeun Youn contributed 

victories to Epee's overall 3-1 team record. The Men were defeated by NJIT (13-14) and handily won 

over both Hunter College (19-8) and Clemson (19-8). For the Men, the Epee Team, led by CDT Peter 

Kerkhof (5-2), was also the top weapon of the day, and the remainder of the squad which includes CDTs 

Alex Pagoulatos, David Maynor, Alex Topitzer, Joe King and Mark Owens all had winning records. The 

highest finish in Mens Foil was CDT Jeff Nielsen (7-1) and in Mens Sabre CDT Alex Koszalka (7-2). 
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Ski Team (Alpine)  

Cortland NY 

 

The alpine ski team traveled to Labrador this past weekend to race in the Hamilton College Invitational. 

Saturday was a slalom race and Sunday was a giant slalom race. The team had five racers in the varsity 

menôs and womenôs events. The menôs team placed 6th in slalom and 5th in giant slalom this weekend. 

Senior, Marc Hodel led all West Point men in both the GS and SL events. The womenôs team improved 

this week placing 5th in slalom and 5th in giant slalom. Junior, Anne Dancyzk continues her success by 

finishing 5th overall in the slalom and 10th in the giant slalom to lead all West Point racers. The team 

travels to Lake Placid this coming weekend for the Clarkson University Invitational.  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


